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Telematics firm warns on lease finance tracking contracts

TELEMATICS company Quartix says it is increasingly concerned over the resurgence of lease finance contracts for vehicle tracking systems and is urging prospective buyers to check their supplier’s financial health before signing contracts.

Quartix managing director Andy Walters said: ‘Under this model, customers are asked to commit to payments of £1,000 or more per unit - over an extended period - to a bank or finance house, despite the fact that the tracking system has a value of £300 or less. 

‘The supplier gets all their payment on day one and is free to spend it as they see fit, without necessarily providing for the proper support of the client over the term of the contract.

‘If the supplier goes under - as happened extensively in the last recession - customers are still left with the payments to make, which comes as a major shock to them. A number of suppliers are resorting to this type of contract again, and I can only believe this is driven by cash-flow issues once more. This practice must stop before it gives the industry a bad name.’

Quartix is urging fleets to check the credit rating and financial health of its vehicle tracking system supplier and to insist on a direct rental agreement in place of any third party contract.

The issue was first raised by Quartix and a number of other telematics suppliers around three years ago.

The lease agreement is typically between a telematics company’s customer and the finance provider. 

In some cases, the telematics provider receives up-front the set-up costs and the monthly service charge for either the entire contract period or a proportion of the contract from the finance house. 

In the event of a telematics provider becoming insolvent, the fleet customer will continue to be the subject of the lease finance agreement for the contracted period, even though they will not benefit from the technology.

Budget increases importance of low carbon vehicles at show

THE recent Budget, which signposted a 3p per litre fuel duty rise on August 1 and significantly tightened the link between company car tax and carbon emissions, has increased the importance for fleet decision makers of selecting the lowest carbon-emitting vehicles.

That’s the claim of the organisers of the EV & Low CO2 Fleet Show at Silverstone on Wednesday, April 18 where several motor manufacturers will be giving premieres to some of the most interesting new low carbon and hybrid technology offerings available on the market today.

Ross Durkin, managing editor of organisers, trade publication Fleet World, said: ‘This year’s Budget, with its hike in fuel duty and increases in company car tax rates, has reinforced the importance for companies and their drivers of selecting low carbon vehicles to keep their tax bills and operating costs as low as possible.

‘However, all is not lost as the major motor manufacturers have done such a brilliant job of reducing carbon emissions from their cars that it is possible to select models that make running an ultra-green fleet a relatively straightforward operation.

‘Who would have dreamed when the current carbon dioxide-based tax system was introduced that you would be able to choose a BMW 5 Series with emissions of just 119 g/km?

‘This year’s Show gives fleet decision makers the ideal opportunity to see at first hand some of the latest low carbon technologies available - and to try them out for themselves. It also provides the perfect forum to discuss some of the latest mobility trends affecting the fleet industry and we have assembled a line-up of top speakers capable of doing just that.’

Amongst new model launches at the Show, Peugeot will be unveiling its new 208 supermini, which boasts three diesels and one petrol engine under the 99 g/km mark in its engine line-up and goes on sale in June.  

There will be another UK debut from Citroën with the new 200 bhp DS5 Hybrid4, the world’s first hybrid diesel, boasting fuel consumption of 74.3 mpg and CO2 emissions of 99 g/km.

Both Citroen and Peugeot have recently announced a significant reduction in the price of their all-electric C-Zero and iOn models to £21,216 after the Government’s £5,000 plug-in car grant, alongside contract hire monthly rentals of £249 per month. 

The new models at the Show join the ultra-low carbon offerings from a variety of manufacturers, including, Nissan, Renault, Vauxhall, BMW, Toyota and Lexus, which will have their latest low emission and electric vehicles on offer. And joining them is luxury car maker Infiniti, whose M35h hybrid saloon was best in class at last year’s ALD Automotive / Shell FuelSave MPG Marathon, which was also organised by Fleet World.

Commercial vehicles available for test driving will include the new Edison and Newton models from Smith Electric Vehicles, plus Renault’s 100% electric Kangoo Van Z.E.

The recharging industry will also be there in force with major players, including ABB, Ecar Connectors, ENSTO, Siemens, Schneider and Rolec Services, taking space in the event’s indoor exhibition area.

The event has also attracted a number of contract hire and leasing companies, including Venson Automotive Solutions and Inchcape Fleet Solutions.

The EV & Low CO2 Fleet Show is free to fleet operators and is being sponsored by the Energy Saving Trust in association with the British Vehicle Rental & Leasing Association.

· Registration to attend the event is available online at http://evfleetshow.co.uk/visitor-registration/ and further details are available by phoning 01727 739160 or at http://evfleetshow.co.uk/
Volvo’s City Safety technology drives down fleet’s accidents

VOLVO’S City Safety technology is helping chauffeur company Tristar improve customer safety and reduce vehicle-off-road costs 

Tristar’s rear impact accidents, where the driver was at fault, have decreased by 28% in the first six months of trialling City Safety. Now it is planned that all of the company’s Volvo fleet will be fitted with the technology.

Tristar’s newest V70, XC70 and S80 models are all fitted with City Safety as standard and help keep its Virgin Atlantic Airways' Upper Class customers safe when chauffeuring them to and from the airport. 

The chauffeur company believes City Safety has the potential to further decrease its rear impact statistics by up to 50% once all its models are fitted with the technology.

City Safety works by keeping watch on vehicles in front with the help of a laser sensor built into the windscreen at the height of the rear-view mirror. The technology works at speeds of up to 19 mph and will make the car automatically brake if the driver does not respond in time when the car in front slows down or stops. 

Dean De Beer, Tristar’s Group CEO, said: ‘We have been incredibly impressed with the improvement City Safety has made on our rear-end impacts in such a short space of time. While the majority of rear-end collisions occur at relatively low speeds, this type of accident can be costly, as it can involve personal injury. Our drivers do a lot of inner city driving, and City Safety helps them stay alert in heavy traffic, avoiding costly accidents and keeping our passengers and those around us safe.’

MG Motor lands Airport fleet deal

MG Motor has landed a fleet deal from Birmingham Airport for the MG6 GT. It’s the first local fleet deal to be won by the MG Birmingham Sales Centre which opened at the MG factory site in September.  

The five GTs, all in SE trim, will be used as management cars and will be regularly seen at the regional airport which is used by more than 8.5 million passengers every year. 

MG6 models are designed and engineered at MG Birmingham where final assembly of the cars is also carried out. 

Joe Kelly, deputy CEO of Birmingham Airport, said: ‘We’ve been impressed with the MG6. It’s a great car to drive and offers excellent value for money. The fact that it comes off an assembly line at a factory just a few miles away from us is a bonus.’

Model update________________________________________________

Ford reveals prices for all-new B-Max small car

THE new Ford B-Max has gone on sale for September delivery from £12,995 for the 1.4 litre petrol engine Studio model, £15,600 for Zetec models and the top-of-the-range Titanium specification from £17,595.

Ford has already made much of the B-Max featuring its Easy Access Door System - conventional, hinged front doors and rear sliding doors, combined with a new body design, which integrates the traditional central pillar structure into the front and rear doors, rather than forming part of the bodyshell itself.

When both front and rear doors are open there is a clear aperture more than 1.5m wide, which is around twice the width offered by competitors with alternative door concepts and is claimed to make it significantly easier to enter or exit the rear seats, attend to children in child seats, or load and unload shopping.

Three trim levels are available - Studio, Zetec and Titanium.

Studio is available with manual five-speed transmission and a1.4 litre 90 PS Duratec engine. Standard features include: body colour bumpers, adjustable load floor in luggage compartment, adjustable driver’s seat, rake- and reach-adjustable steering wheel, fold flat front passenger seat, one hand one motion fold flat rear seats, electrically-operated door mirrors and one-touch windows, centre rear seat head restraint, remote central locking, Ford Easy Fuel capless refuelling system, low tyre pressure Deflation Detection System, Electronic Stability Programme (ESP), Emergency Brake Assist (EBA) and Intelligent protection System with front, side, knee and curtain airbags.

Zetec is available with a choice of three petrol and one diesel engine including the new 1.5 litre TDCi and 1.0 litre 100 PS EcoBoost. There is also a choice of manual and automatic transmissions. All Zetec launch models will include Ford SYNC at no extra cost (usually £250). The Standard features on Zetec, additional to Studio, include: 15-inch five-spoke alloy wheels, halogen headlights with LED day running lights, front fog lights, leather trimmed steering wheel and gearshift knob, interior ambient lighting, sunglasses holder, manual air conditioning, child observation mirror, heated windscreen, DAB digital radio/CD with AUX, USB connection and Bluetooth, fuel computer and Thatcham alarm.

Titanium models are available with a choice of three petrol engines including the 1.0 litre 120 PS EcoBoost with stop/start and the 1.6 litre 95 PS TDCi engine. Ford SYNC will be standard. Features additional to Zetec include: driver’s and centre rear seat armrests, driver’s seat adjustable lumbar support, cruise control, electronic automatic temperature control, automatic headlights and rain-sensing wipers, heated front seats, Ford Power Start Button, front and rear carpet floor mats, Sony DAB digital radio/CD, 16-inch 15-spoke alloy wheels and high gloss upper and lower grille surrounds.

Ford is claiming new standards of fuel efficiency to the compact multi activity vehicle class with B-Max.

The petrol engine line-up is led by the three-cylinder Ford EcoBoost petrol engine, available in 100 PS and 120 PS versions. Equipped with the Ford Auto-Start-Stop system as standard, the 120 PS EcoBoost engine achieves class-leading emissions of 114 g/km and fuel consumption of 57.6 mpg. 

B-MAX is available with a choice of two Duratorq TDCi diesel engines, each offering best-in-class fuel efficiency.  The 95 PS 1.6 litre engine delivers emissions of 104 g/km and fuel consumption of 70.6 mpg and the 75 PS 1.5 litre diesel, closely derived from the 1.6 litre engine, appears for the first time in Ford’s European product range. It achieves emissions of 109 g/km and fuel consumption of 68.9 mpg.

The B-Max is the first European car to offer Ford SYNC, Ford’s voice-activated, in-car connectivity system featuring Emergency Assistance, which is designed to assist occupants to place a call to the emergency services in the event of a crash.

It is also the first vehicle in its segment to provide Active City Stop system, designed to help motorists avoid low speed collisions with stationary or slower moving traffic.

Ford unveils text-to-speech mobile technology

A NEW study shows one in three UK drivers admit they have read texts while driving, a highly distracting habit proven to contribute to traffic accidents.

The study was commissioned by Ford to underscore the safety issue as the company prepares to introduce its SYNC in-car connectivity system, which can read aloud incoming messages through a text-to-speech feature and enables drivers to send a text reply by voice from a predetermined list of responses.

Despite the prevalence of the practice, drivers agreed overwhelmingly that reading texts on the move was dangerous:

· 95% of drivers thought that texting affected driver ability and safety

· At least half of those surveyed said they believed driver response was 50% slower when checking messages from a mobile phone.

‘Smartphones have quickly become an essential part of many people’s day,’ said Christof Kellerwessel, chief engineer, electronic and electrical systems engineering, Ford of Europe. 

‘However, text messages can be a distraction for drivers, so the benefit of a system that can read messages aloud from compatible smartphones is obvious.’

Ford SYNC will debut this summer on the all-new B-Max and will roll out to other vehicles in Ford’s line-up, including Focus and Kuga. 

The text-to-speech feature on SYNC, powered by Microsoft, retrieves messages using a voice command from Bluetooth-connected compatible smartphones.

SYNC also enables drivers to send a text reply from a predetermined list of responses, such as ‘See you in 10 minutes’ - helping motorists to remain focused on driving while staying in touch with contacts.

SYNC’s text-to-speech feature will be compatible with an increasing range of smartphones thanks to Ford’s adoption of the emerging Message Access Profile standard (MAP) for Bluetooth device-to-device connectivity, which is already used by leading mobile device manufacturers including Blackberry producer Research In Motion (RIM).

Toyota claims pole position with Yaris Hybrid pricing

THE Toyota Yaris Hybrid is available to order now with customer deliveries starting on July 1 with the model billed as ‘the UK’s most affordable hybrid’ priced from £14,995 on the road

Three equipment grades and available - T3 (£14,995), T4 (£18,895) and T Spirit (£16,995).

The Yaris Hybrid is powered by a combination of a 1.5 litre VVT-i petrol engine and nickel-metal hydride battery pack mated to a CVT (continuously variable transmission) returning best-in-class emissions of 79 g/km for the T3 and T4 models and 85 g/km for the T Spirit. Respective official combined cycle fuel consumption figures are 80.7 mpg and 76 mpg.

Standard equipment includes dual-zone air conditioning, front electric windows, six-speaker audio system, ABS with EBD and brake assist and seven airbags including driver’s knee airbag.

All models are in Band A for Vehicle Excise Duty, which means a zero annual charge; likewise their sub-100g/km emissions gain exemption from the London congestion charge. For company car drivers the benefit-in-kind tax rate is 10% in 2012/13.

Volkswagen Scirocco spring clean gives more choice and value

THE Volkswagen Scirocco range is being subtly refreshed with a price drop for the entry-level model and a new R Line specification introduced.

Every model in the range now comes with RNS 315 touchscreen satellite navigation, including the entry-level Scirocco, the price of which drops by between £420 and £600, depending on engine.  

Also now standard are a multifunction steering wheel and 17-inch ‘Long Beach’ alloys, while ACC Adaptive Chassis Control is now optional.

Move up to GT trim and Nappa leather upholstery is now standard, along with heated front seats. Also standard are ACC, 2Zone electronic climate control, front fog lights, heat-insulating tinted glass from the B-pillars back and 18-inch ‘Interlagos’ alloy wheels.

The new R Line builds on GT specification, but adds bodykit, with bespoke bumpers and side skirts, and 19-inch ‘Lugano’ alloy wheels. Up front are Nappa leather R Line sports seats, an R Line wheel and chrome pedal covers.

At the top of the range, the Scirocco R offers the same performance as before, thanks to its 265 PS 2.0 litre TSI engine, while RNS 315 satellite navigation and Nappa leather upholstery are now also standard.

On-the-road prices now start at £19,650 for the 1.4 litre TSI 122 PS six-speed manual rising to £31,975 for the R 2.0 litre TSI 265 PS six-speed DSG. R Line trim prices start at £26,035 for the 2.0 litre TDI BMT 140 PS six-speed manual.

SEAT Mii city car available to order now

ON-the-road prices for the new SEAT Mii three-door city car start at £7,845 for the entry-level S model with order books now open.

Introduction of the Mii marks a return to the growing sector for the Spanish brand, which previously competed in the class in the UK in 2004 with the Arosa.

Under the new small SEAT’s bonnet lies a 1.0 litre, three cylinder, MPI (multi-point injection) petrol engine with an output of either 60 PS or 75 PS. Petrol engines account for more than 98% of city car sales so it will be the only fuel-type available on the Mii at launch.

Emissions are from 105 g/km, but the addition of SEAT’s start/stop system and energy recovery drops emissions to 96 g/km on the Mii Ecomotive.   

The 1.0 75 PS engine is available in combination with a five-speed automated manual.

As with most other SEAT models the Mii kicks off with S and S A/C derivatives with Ecomotive, SE and Sport models also available.  

Standard equipment includes an MP3-compatible CD player with AUX-in port, two speakers and preparation for the new SEAT Portable System, speed-variable power steering, a height-adjustable steering wheel and a full complement of airbags.

Order books open for all-new Audi A6 allroader

ORDER books have opened for the all-new third generation Audi A6 Avant allroad quattro with first customer deliveries expected in July.

Four models are available - the 3.0 TDI quattro 204 PS costing £43,150, 3.0 TDI quattro 245 PS costing £44,690, 3.0 BiTDI quattro 313 PS costing £49,445 and the 3.0 TFSI quattro 310 PS costing £45,020.


Like the saloon and ‘standard’ Avant, the A6 allroad quattro has been constructed using the latest Audi ultra lightweight construction principles, and with aluminium components making up roughly 20% of its body total vehicle weight has been reduced by as much as 70 kgs compared with the previous model.

The petrol-powered option is the 3.0 litre TFSI, which is boosted by a mechanically driven supercharger and produces 310 PS and 440 Nm of torque. It powers the A6 allroad quattro from rest to 62 mph in 5.9 seconds on the way to an electronically limited top speed of 155 mph with fuel economy of 31.7 mpg on the combined cycle.

The TDI range comprises three 3.0 litre V6 units, the first two of which deliver 204 PS with peak torque of 450 Nm and 245 PS with 580 Nm with the help of a single turbocharger. 

The 204 PS version is the efficiency champion, achieving a combined economy figure of 46.3 mpg with emissions of 159 g/km. Its 245 PS counterpart returns 44.8 mpg and 165 g/km. 

The top-ranking diesel, the new BiTDI, uses two turbochargers to inject 313 PS and 650 Nm, enough to power the A6 allroad to 62 mph in just 5.6 seconds on the way to a governed 155 mph top speed. It returns 42.2 mpg with emissions of 176 g/km.

The three single turbocharger engines are paired with the seven-speed S tronic dual-clutch transmission. The BiTDI uses the latest eight-speed tiptronic automatic transmission.

Standard specification includes: 18-inch alloy wheels, Milano leather upholstery, satellite navigation, Multi Media Interface (MMI) linked to a 6.5-inch retractable colour display, the Audi parking system plus, cruise control, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation, light and rain sensors and the Audi drive select adaptive dynamics system.

The luggage compartment has a capacity of 565 litres, and the standard split rear seat can be folded down to increase it to 1,680 litres. 

Infiniti hybrid becomes more fleet friendly

INFINITI has cut emissions on its M35h hybrid to159 g/km benefiting company balance sheets and saving company car drivers money.

Costing £46,840 on-the-road, the model is claimed to be the fastest hybrid saloon qualifying for the main rate of writing down allowance (18% in 2012/13) and the 22% company car benefit-in-kind tax threshold - a reduction from 23% following the emissions cut saving a 40% taxpayer around £180 a year. 

Newly-appointed UK fleet sales manager Simon Lewis said: ‘The Infiniti M35h is already popular with companies seeking a luxury saloon with no compromise on performance or fuel consumption. Now with its no-compromise approach to running costs, it offers fleet buyers a car that is both hugely enticing and entirely sensible - a combination we think they will approve of.’

Infiniti engineers found the emissions-reducing answer in technology. Key enhancements to electric motor accuracy and battery charging allow the Infiniti M35h to rely more on silent electric power when starting off from cold, bringing benefits that go beyond just cutting running costs.

As well as lowering emissions the changes bring MPG improvements with the 359 bhp petrol/electric model improving by 0.5 mpg to 40.9 mpg on the combined cycle.

Faster than Porsche and BMW hybrid rivals with 0-62 mph in just 5.5 seconds, the M35h’s position as performance champion was sealed in 2011 when Guinness World Records officially declared it the fastest accelerating hybrid in the world after independent testing at the UK’s Santa Pod Raceway.

· INFINITI has expanded its G saloon line-up in the UK with the launch of the all-wheel drive G37x S with on-the-road prices from £38,979. Available in showrooms now, Infiniti has also given a new look to the rest of G Saloon line-up. Arrival in showrooms of the new model means that it is the first time Infiniti’s sportiest S grade has been available with AWD in the G range. Previously only the GT was available with AWD. Like all G models, the G37x S is powered by a 316 bhp 3.7 litre V6 mated to a seven-speed automatic transmission with paddle shifts. The car has a top speed of 149 mph and an official combined fuel consumption of 25.7 mpg with emissions of 255 g/km. The sole AWD model in the G line-up for 2012, the G37x S is distinguished by S hallmarks such as red S badges, 18-inch Sport design alloy wheels and smoked lens headlights. Inside, features include sports seats, with 14-way electric adjustment for the driver, and aluminium pedals and footrest. The G37x S also comes with the Multimedia pack of hard disk drive navigation and music systems, 10-speaker Bose Premium Sound System, reversing camera and high resolution touch screen. Like every G model sold in the UK, leather seat facings, Shodo aluminium trim, adaptive bi-Xenon lights, Scratch Shield paint, i-Key smart access, electrically adjustable front seats and steering column, and heated front seats are standard. Meanwhile, the flagship G37 S Premium (£40,619) now benefits from four-Wheel Active Steer (4WAS), sports suspension, sports brakes and Viscous Limited Slip Differential to get the most from the rear-drive chassis. It also comes with Intelligent Cruise Control and Intelligent Brake Assist. Two GT models, both now in rear-wheel drive form only, make up the entry point to the range. The G37 GT costs from £34,909 while the GT Premium costs from £37,849. The G family in the UK is completed for 2012 by the G37 Coupé (from £36,359) and G37 Convertible (from £45,235), both of which continue unchanged.

Order books open for Toyota’s new 2+2 sports car

TOYOTA’S all-new GT86 is available to order now with first customer deliveries from July 1.

Two versions are available - a six-speed manual at £24,995 on-the-road and a six-speed automatic at £26,495.

Standard specification on both models includes limited slip differential, dual-zone climate control, sports seats, bi-xenon headlights and 17-inch alloy wheels.

With a front-mounted 2.0 litre ‘boxer’ engine and rear wheel drive, the 2+2 GT86 has a classic sports car set-up. 

The six-speed automatic transmission available for GT86’s includes paddle shifts to give the driver the option of making manual gear changes.

Renault launches sporty Twingo model

ORDER books for the upgraded Twingo Renaultsport 133 have opened with the model due in UK showrooms on April 23.

Carrying a £13,565 on-the-road price tag, new standard equipment at no extra cost includes: F1-style front blade, Bluetooth, cruise control and speed limiter, worth in excess of £500.

Carbon dioxide emissions on the model have been reduced to 150 g/km and combined cycle fuel economy has been improved 3% to 43.5 mpg

Although the new range offers one version of the 133 with the standard Renaultsport chassis, an optional Cup chassis is still available for £700.

Ford ‘speed limiter’ provides peace of mind through safety cameras

FORD technology enabling customers to set a maximum speed limit for their car has becomes a popular driver assistance feature across the manufacturer’s model range.

More than 220,000 Ford cars were sold across Europe last year equipped with speed limiter systems, with 20% of UK vehicles sold in 2011 fitted with the feature

Ford’s Adjustable Speed Limiter helps drivers to stay within speed limits and avoid fines by enabling them to set any top speed between 10 mph and the legal limit.

A driver can activate the system by using switches on the steering wheel with the speed limit raised or lowered by 3 mph increments. If speed increases because of a steep gradient, audio and visuals warnings are given. If a driver needs to overtake a vehicle, the system can be temporarily over-ridden by pressing the accelerator firmly.

‘At the press of a button this technology helps you to limit the speed of your vehicle,’ said Dr Torsten Wey, technology supervisor, Ford of Europe. ‘It only takes a momentary lapse of concentration to exceed the speed limit which is why the Ford Adjustable Speed Limiter technology gives drivers so much peace of mind.’

‘Adjustable Speed Limiter is now available on the majority of cars we produce and the demand proves just how valued it is,’ said Wey added. ‘If you set a maximum speed you don’t have to constantly look at the speedometer.’

Honda CR-V customers to get free trim upgrade

HONDA customers purchasing a new British-built CR-V will benefit from a complimentary trim level upgrade worth up to £2,520.

Between the beginning of April and end of June, customers purchasing a CR-V SE+ will be upgraded to the ES-T variant. 

That means the addition of £2,490 worth of extra equipment including 18-inch alloy wheels, half leather/half alcantara upholstery, heated front seats, retractable wing mirrors, iPod connectivity and satellite navigation with hands free telephone system all completely free of charge.

Customers looking for that added luxury and opting for the ES-T specification will automatically receive a complimentary upgrade to EX trim. 

That will see the addition of premium audio, full leather upholstery, panoramic roof, HID lights, auto lights and wipers, full body coloured bumpers and eight-way power assisted driver seat - worth a total of £2,520.

Manufacturer news___________________________________________

BMW and Toyota sign lithium-ion battery research agreement

BMW Group and Toyota Motor Corporation (TMC) have started collaborative research on next-generation lithium-ion battery cells following the signing of a new agreement.

The agreement follows the memorandum of understanding concerning a mid-to-long-term collaboration on next-generation environment-friendly vehicles and technologies announced by the two companies on December 1 last year.

The research project being undertaken under the agreement is focusing on increasing the performance and capacity of lithium-ion battery cells through the use of new combinations of materials for cathodes, anodes and electrolytes.

In addition to the collaborative research agreement between BMW Group and TMC, Toyota Motor Europe (TME), TMC’s European subsidiary, and BMW Group entered into a contract - also announced on December 1 last year - under which BMW Group is to supply 1.6 litre and 2.0 litre diesel engines to Toyota starting in 2014.

Light commercial vehicles______________________________________

Vauxhall delivers new Combo fleet order to Anglian Water

THE first major fleet order of new Vauxhall Combo vans has been supplied to Anglian Water. 

The company, which is the largest water and waste waster service in England and Wales by geographic area, will take delivery of 52 new Combos for its water and sewage operators and technical staff.

The new Combos specified by Anglian Water are the 1.3 CDTi L2H1 model with long wheelbase and standard height roof, providing a load area of 4.2 cubic metres and a one-tonne gross payload. The 1.3 litre diesel engine returns a combined fuel economy figure of 55.4 mpg and has emissions of 136 g/km.

Specialist vehicle converter Bott has fitted out the Combos to Anglian Water’s own specification.

Nigel Allen, Anglian Water’s fleet manager, said: ‘The new Combo will be a great addition to our fleet. We run around 1,200 vans and continue to be very happy with the combination of whole life cost, reliability, purchase cost and aftersales service offered by Vauxhall.’

Residual value update_________________________________________

BMW Group and Manheim join forces to smash UK auction records

THE BMW Group and Manheim Auctions have set a new benchmark for the UK auction industry. 

Records were smashed as 1,107 buyers attended the 1,000-car BMW Group sale at Manheim Auctions, Colchester. 

A record £14 million worth of cars were sold making it the biggest ever sale and the highest value of stock sold for a single manufacturer vendor outside of the USA in a single day. 

On offer to buyers was a variety of stock from nearly new ex-management vehicles through to the more traditional fleet cars from BMW Financial Services Group and Alphabet UK. 

Very lively bidding across all four lanes and online via Simulcast resulted in some strong values being achieved against March CAP values. 

The overall sale achieved 108% of CAP ‘clean’ with the ex-management vehicles achieving 112%. Two of the four lanes achieved a 100% conversion rate with an overall sale conversion rate of 97%.

The European first attracted 484 buyers to the Colchester site with a further record breaking 623 buyers bidding online via Simulcast across the four lanes. Within the buyer base there were 137 buyers representing or buying for 73% of the BMW franchised dealer market. 10% of the vehicles were sold online via Simulcast and 236 franchised dealers and Manheim Account holders purchased cars on the day.

Convertibles were very strong on the day and the 176 on offer averaged 117% of CAP ‘clean’, including a 2007 Mini Convertible with 28,000 miles achieving 145% of CAP ‘clean’. Other notable performers included a 2007 BMW 3 Series 325 M Sport with 69,000 miles achieving 147% of CAP ‘clean’ and a 2010 Z4 Roadster with 8,000 miles achieving 132% of CAP ‘clean’.

Matt Bristow, general manager of used cars at BMW Group UK, said: ‘The figures achieved on the day exceeded our expectations and prove that despite the current economic climate the market for BMW Group product remains buoyant and the positive mood amongst the network suggests that there is growing confidence in the level of consumer demand.’

BCA boosts Measham’s commercial sales

CONTINUING growth of commercial vehicle business at BCA has resulted in the doubling of the sales capacity at the Measham Commercial Remarketing centre with the opening of a second auction hall.   

BCA has also improved the existing Commercial facilities with a new undercover drive through canopy.  

The new purpose built facility includes a large undercover auction hall and rostrum with full Live Online and e-Auction capability, back office and vendor hospitality facilities.  Sales run in tandem, which means Measham now has the capacity to offer over 500 light commercials through two lanes every sale day.

The official opening sale took place on last week and offered almost 400 vehicles, and featured stock from a number of a large contract hire, fleet and dealer groups including Lex Autolease, Alphabet, Lombard and Ford Retail. A strong turnout of buyers and plenty of Live Online activity saw over 80% of the entry sold for 100% of CAP. 

Alongside the weekly LCV sales, Measham will continue to stage fortnightly heavy commercial sales on every second Thursday and specialist monthly plant and equipment and farm and agricultural sales.

Centre manager Dominic Burr said: ‘Measham is one of the busiest commercial auction centres in the BCA network and we are all delighted with this new facility which gives us the capability of handling a much larger volume of vehicles every sale day.’

Politics and regulation_________________________________________

UK’s first Workplace Parking Levy introduced

THE UK’s first Workplace Parking Levy scheme came into effect in Nottingham this week.

The money raised from the Workplace Parking Levy, which is a charge on employers and not employees, will help raise money to support a package of public transport benefits including the extended tram network, the redevelopment of Nottingham Railway Station and the subsidised Link Bus network.

Over 23 years, it is expected to raise, on average, £14 million a year. In the early years the figure will be lower, says the Council, because the charge is lower, but will rise in the future.

Employers with 11 or more workplace parking places are subject to the charge.  Employers with 10 or fewer workplace parking places will be entitled to a 100% discount and will not have to pay anything, although they will still need to get a licence.

The cost per workplace parking place per year for the 12 months ending March 31, 2013 is £288, rising to £334 (April 1, 2013-March 31, 2014), £364 (April 1, 2014-March 31, 2015) and £381 (April 1, 2015-March 31, 2016).

The AA has called the Workplace Parking Levy ‘a tax on work’ and says the charge should be stopped from spreading elsewhere as it will damage the economy and hit employees who can’t afford it

AA president Edmund King said: ‘At a time when drivers are facing record prices at the pumps, further charges for parking at work are the last thing they need. This damaging ‘tax on work’ should be stopped from spreading elsewhere.’

King has written to Transport Secretary Justine Greening questioning the process of consultation for such schemes and whether the business case is legitimate. 

The original Nottingham City Council proposals referred to a £185 charge per space per annum yet when the scheme came into effect the charge was £288.

‘We believe the Nottingham scheme will encounter problems as employers and employees realise the damaging financial burden such a scheme brings. In our polling 50% believed their employer would pay all or part of the charge but in the current economic climate this looks very unlikely,’ said the letter.

‘As companies start to face huge penalties, because some have not properly registered, the scheme will increasingly be regarded as a tax on jobs and added bureaucracy. Local officials are already trawling company records to ascertain whether companies have any ownership links which means that collectively they have more than 10 parking spaces, hence can be charged. Some employers are threatening to pull out of Nottingham and some employees have threatened to strike.’

The AA said it was pleased that the coalition Government had committed to review Workplace Parking Levies under its Red Tape Challenge because of the impact they had on local economies.  

However, the letter added: ‘We are disappointed that further schemes may still come forward and would welcome further reassurance on how the Government will ensure that any future scheme cannot progress until it has the full backing of local people and business.

‘Employers and employees already pay Vehicle Excise Duty, fuel duty, company car tax and income tax. The Government is keen to say that ‘Britain is open for business’ but these additional taxes on work suggest that Nottingham is not open for business.’

The British Chambers of Commerce estimate that if such a scheme went UK-wide it would cost business £3.4 billion.

Responding to the introduction of the controversial Levy, Professor Stephen Glaister, director of the RAC Foundation, said: ‘The Council blames commuters for Nottingham’s congestion, but people travelling in to the city to work make it the prosperous place it is. 

‘Officials recognise many firms might simply pass the charges on to employees adding yet another financial burden onto car owners already facing crippling running costs.

‘Businesses and their workers also need to beware of the huge hike in prices already confirmed for the future. The levy will jump 15% next year and be 32% higher within three years.

‘Nottingham has suffered chronic congestion in the city centre for years and has looked for the best way to mitigate the situation. However, by using a stick rather than a carrot approach it is likely to be shift workers and the lower paid who end up footing the lion’s share of the charges.

‘Buses and trams do not run frequently outside regular office hours, and many mums with young children don’t have time to do the school run and get the tram to work.’

Bristol City Council is currently considering following Nottingham’s lead and introducing a Levy.

New calls to ban all mobile phone use while driving

NEW calls for the banning of hands-free mobile phones when driving - and tougher sentences for the use of all mobile phones while driving - have been made in the light of new research that shows their use dramatically increases crash risk.

Almost half of drivers are putting lives on the line by chatting on their phones at the wheel, according to a survey by road safety charity Brake and insurer Direct Line.  

Almost half (48%) admit risking their own and others’ safety by chatting on a phone while driving, of which two in three (65%) flout the law by using a hand-held phone, which has been illegal since 2003. A huge proportion (25%) talk on their phone at the wheel at least once a week, suggesting phone addiction is getting the better of many.

Brake and Direct Line have now launched a campaign urging drivers to ‘drive smart’ by putting their phones out of sight and out of mind while driving. 

They are warning that using a hands-free or hand-held phone at the wheel can lengthen reaction times to a similar extent to drink driving, significantly increasing the risk of a devastating crash. Hard-hitting billboard adverts by Brake and Blue Hive are being displayed across London to get the message across that using a phone while driving can be fatal.

Julie Townsend, Brake deputy chief executive, said: ‘Use a phone while driving and you are taking a horrendous risk with your own life and the lives of others. Many drivers who wouldn’t dream of drink-driving are using phones while driving, oblivious that the effect on reaction times can be similar. 

‘We’re urging people to drive smart, recognising that phone use at the wheel can and does destroy lives, and no call or text is ever that important. If you need to use your phone urgently, pull over somewhere safe first.’

In addition to a ban on hands-free phones, Brake also wants to see stiffer penalties for offenders.

Drivers caught using a hand-held phone at the wheel (to call or text) face a fixed penalty notice of £60 and three points. In May 2011 the Government announced the fine would increase to £80-£100. In some cases drivers may go to court and face disqualification and a maximum fine of £1,000. 

The road safety charity wants offenders caught using a mobile phone while driving disqualified for a minimum 12-month period, to provide a real deterrent. Failing that, it wants a far higher fixed penalty fine introduced. 

Countries must do more to cut road fatalities, says EU

THE rate of reduction in road fatalities across the European Union has slowed with European Commission leaders saying they act as a wake-up call for further improvements in road safety.

Progress in cutting road fatalities significantly slowed last year to -2% compared with a ‘very promising’ European Union-wide reduction throughout the last decade averaging -6%, according to new figures published by the European Commission. 

Worse still, some European Union Member States, like Germany (+10%) and Sweden (+18%), which have very strong safety records, showed a significant increase in deaths last year compared with 2010 with the UK’s figure also rising 5% according to preliminary data. 

In other Member States, like Poland (+7%) and Belgium (+4%) - already lagging behind in road safety - the number of deaths went up. 

And Europe-wide the problem of motorcycles - where fatalities have still not fallen after more than a decade - still persists.

Vice-President Siim Kallas, with responsibility for transport, said: ‘These figures are a wake-up call. This is the slowest decrease in road deaths in a decade. 85 people still die on Europe’s roads every day. This is unacceptable. 

‘We will need to sharply intensify efforts at European Union and national level to reach our goal of cutting road fatalities in half again by 2020.’

He has now written to ministers in all Member States to ask for information about national road safety enforcement plans for 2012. 

Kallas said: ‘I want to be reassured that even in tough economic times this important work, which is so central to road safety, is not being scaled back. At European Union level, I intend also to target specifically fatalities on motorcycles in 2012, we need to see the current trend reversed and these deaths start to fall.’

Over the last decade, under the European Union’s Road Safety Action Plan 2001-2011, road fatalities were cut by almost 45% and more than 125,000 lives were saved. 

Europe slashes burden for registering vehicles overseas

THE European Commission has announced plans to slash the bureaucratic burden of registering vehicles in another Member State for businesses and private consumers.

Each year, European Union citizens and companies have to move some 3.5 million vehicles to another Member State, and need to get them registered according to the national legislation. 

However, says the Commission, what should be a simple registration procedure in the 21st century Single Market remains a ‘cumbersome and lengthy administrative procedure’ because of the diversity of rules and the various conflicting requirements. 

It takes on average five weeks to complete the procedure and the cost is estimated at €400 for consumers and for businesses. 

Moreover, says the Commission, the problems also represent a significant barrier to the free movement of goods, services and workers, and therefore for growth and jobs creation in Europe. 

The proposal, presented by Vice-President Antonio Tajani, would lead to a very substantial administrative simplification with total savings of at least €1.5 billion per year for businesses, citizens and registration authorities. 

The re-registration of vehicles coming from another European Union country will be limited, for example citizens who work in another European Union country using a car registered by their employer will not need to re-register it. 

Generally administrative formalities for the re-registration within the European Union of cars, vans, buses and trucks will be greatly simplified, for example when moving residence from one European Union country to another and when purchasing a second hand car from another European Union country. 

It will also become impossible to register a stolen car in another European Union country. 

Car rental companies, says the Commission, will save substantially, as they will be able to transfer cars to another European Union country during the holiday periods without re-registration. It means, it is claimed, that car rental could become cheaper.

When the proposal is adopted by the European Parliament and the Council, it will mean:

· People who spend part of the year in a holiday residence in another European Union country will not have to re-register their car there.

· People who move permanently to another European Union country will have six months to re-register their car there.

· People who buy or sell a second-hand car in another European Union country will not have to face additional technical controls and administrative problems.

· People who work in another European Union country and use a car registered by their employer there will no longer have to register it in their home country.

· Car rental companies will be able to transfer cars to another European Union country during the holiday periods without re-registration, which should lower the price of car rentals.

· For companies, the same principle applies: the cars, buses, vans and trucks should be registered in the European Union country where the main office is established, and other European Union countries must accept this.

· Registration authorities will increasingly cooperate with each other, making it easier to track stolen cars. It will become impossible to register a stolen car in another European Union country.

General motor industry news___________________________________
ACAS talks to avert fuel tanker drivers’ strike

TALKS to avert a national fuel tanker drivers’ strike started yesterday (Wednesday, April 4) at the Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration Service (ACAS).

After days of panic buying, during which many forecourts across the UK ran dry, leaders of the drivers’ union, Unite, met with the drivers’ employers at ACAS.

Unite has urged the employers to meet their responsibilities and talk meaningfully about establishing reasonable minimum standards that secure the stability of ‘this vital national industry’. 

The union says that tanker drivers work in an increasingly fragmented and pressurised industry where corners were being cut on safety and training in a bid to squeeze profits and win contracts. 

Forecourts started to run dry as motorists bought fuel in increasing quantities fearing a tanker drivers’ strike before Easter. However, as that fear subsided over the weekend stocks were replenished.

But with strike action still possible pending the outcome of the ACAS talks, the Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM) is urging drivers to adopt fuel-saving driving techniques rather than stock up on petrol.

The IAM says many drivers could save up to 10% of their fuel by adopting a smoother driving style.

IAM chief executive Simon Best said: ‘Green driving techniques can easily improve fuel efficiency by up to 10%. In other words, if the monthly price of filling up is typically two tanks at £70 each, an advanced driver can save £14 a month.’

Tesco closes car ‘supermarket’

SUPERMARKET giant Tesco has closed its online car sales business just 12 months after it was launched on the back of the established Carsite.co.uk infrastructure.

A statement on the Tesco.com/cars website said: ‘With effect from April 3, 2012 we have decided to close the Tesco Cars business and are no longer accepting orders from customers.

‘For customers with outstanding orders please contact the customer services team on 0800 072 3627. If we are unable to fulfil your order we will refund your deposit in full.

We are very sorry indeed for any inconvenience caused.

‘We started Tesco Cars in good faith and we always aim to do a good job for customers. However, following a review of the business model we and Carsite, our partner, have decided that we cannot offer customers a satisfactory range of vehicles and as a result, have decided it is right to close the business. All other Tesco services are completely unaffected.’

When launched Tesco said it would be advertising up to 3,000 cars every week with fresh stock added to the website daily, offering a range of models between six months and three years old. The business was launched with industry veteran Sir Trevor Chinn as chairman. 

Under inflated tyres cost motorists almost £1bn in extra fuel

MOTORISTS are wasting almost £1 billion a year on excess fuel by driving with under inflated tyres, according to research by Kwik-Fit.

As the Government warns of fuel shortages as a result of threatened strike action by tanker drivers,  the fast-fit giant’s survey shows that over two thirds (69%) of cars in the UK are being driven on tyres that are at least 3psi under the manufacturer’s recommendation pressure levels. 

Kwik Fit’s research also shows that in warm weather 9.7 million drivers are unwittingly increasing their fuel consumption by turning off their air conditioning and opening a window instead.  

But, the company says, that is a false economy as the drag created by the open window can significantly affect a car’s aerodynamics and therefore fuel consumption.

In warm weather an open window may be a better option for fuel saving motorists in stop-start traffic but once moving freely Kwik Fit advises drivers to turn to the air conditioning.  

New analysis of the latest traffic data for Kwik Fit reveals that with just an average 5% drop in fuel efficiency, on a single warm day, drivers opting for a ‘windows down’ approach could be increasing the nation’s fuel bill by over £650,000 a day.

A Kwik-Fit spokesman said: ‘Rather than panic-buying excess fuel, motorists could consider finding ways to improve their fuel efficiency. This can be achieved by making relatively simple adjustments so motorists can drive further on one tank and shouldn’t really need to store extra fuel in jerry cans.

‘Soaring fuel prices have already increased the pressure on motorists to squeeze every last mile out of their tank but the threat of shortages has upped the ante even further.  

‘But there are several measures motorists can take to make what fuel they’ve got last longer such as checking tyre pressures and using the air conditioning at speeds over 40 mph.’

Easter Holiday traffic hotspots revealed

EASTER Bank Holiday traffic on the UK’s roads is predicted to peak today (Thursday, April 5).

And with possible fuel tanker driver strike action ruled out over Easter, any lingering concern over a shortage of fuel is unlikely to deter many people from travelling.

However, with most schools breaking up last Friday (March 30), this Easter isn’t likely to be as busy as last year on the roads with getaway traffic spread over several days, according to the AA.

According to information provider Trafficmaster the main Easter traffic hotspots will be:

· M25 Western Sector between Junction 21 (M1) and Junction 12 (M3) - especially around Junctions 14/15 (Heathrow Airport and M4).

· M25 Eastern Sector between Junction 27 (M11) and Junction 2 (A2) - especially around the Dartford River Crossing.

· M3 between Junction 2 (M25) and Junction 8 (A303)

· M1 between Junction 6A (M25) and Junction 13 (Milton Keynes) - especially through the section of major roadworks between Junction 10 (Luton) and Junction 13 (Milton Keynes).

· M3/M27 and A31 from M3 Junction 10 (Winchester) to A31 at Ringwood and onwards to the Dorset coast.

· A34 between M40 Junction 9, via Oxford Western Bypass, to Abington; also between Sutton Scotney and M3 Junction 10 at Winchester.

· M4 between Junction 1 (Chiswick) and Junction 13 (Newbury).

· M20, A20 and A2 around Folkestone and Dover for Channel crossing points - especially in the event of bad weather or other disruption of Cross-Channel services.

· M4 between Junction 19 (M32 to & from Bristol) and Severn Crossings

· M5 between Junction 15 (M4 at Almondsbury) and Junction 31 (Exeter)

· A303 between M3 at Dummer and A30 at Upottery.

· A30 between Exeter and Cornwall

· A38 between Exeter and Bodmin

· M4 between Severn Crossing, Newport and Cardiff.

· M1 between Junction 25 (Nottingham/Derby) and Junction 32 (M18)

· A1 between Grantham, Newark and A1M at Blyth (Notts.)

· M6 between Junction 4A (M42) and Junction 11A (M6 Toll)

· M5 between M6 interchange and Junction 4A (M42 interchange), also between Junction 11 (Cheltenham/Gloucester) and Junction 15 (M4 at Almondsbury)

· A14 between Cambridge and Huntingdon

· A47 between Peterborough, Wisbech, Kings Lynn, Norwich and Great Yarmouth

· M6 between Junction 15 (Stoke-on-Trent) and Junction 30 (Preston Bypass), especially around Stoke-on-Trent and Junctions 20/21A (M56 and M62 interchanges).

· M55 into Blackpool

· M60 between Junction 12 (M62) and Junction 19 (M62/M66)

· A64 between Leeds, York and Scarborough.

People on the move____________________________________________

New automotive recruitment business to launch 

A NEW way for motor dealers and manufacturers to recruit staff - backed by a hugely experienced and well-known fleet and motor team - is to be launched on June 11.

Job Co-op Automotive is designed to help employers find the highest quality staff at a fraction of the cost of traditional recruitment methods. 

The company is lead by a team of four of the best known names in the fleet and wider motor industry:

· Ken Trinder has a long history in the motor industry, most recently spending the last decade taking the epyx 1link product portfolio to market and helping it to become the motor industry standard e-commerce platform. Previously, he has also been managing director of two contract hire businesses. 

· Shaun Price has 20 years of experience within the motor industry in senior management roles for contract hire companies including Lex Vehicle Leasing and First National Vehicle Holdings. He formed Change Creation Ltd in 2006 as a vehicle for delivering his passion for training and development.

· Derek Webb, with more than 40 years within the automotive industry, has worked as everything from an apprentice mechanic to sales director before founding Nicholas Recruitment and Nicholas Business Advisors in 2004.

· Brenda Webb was a co-founder of Nicholas Recruitment, having previously spent 20 years in senior managerial roles within the travel sector and four years as operations manager for a global event management business.

Trinder, director of possibilities at Job Co-op Automotive, said: ‘Staff turnover in the motor industry, especially among dealers and garages, is high at something like 30% every year, so recruitment costs are unavoidably a major expense.

‘What we have done is look at this issue from the ground up, examining exactly what employers and employees need, and designed a new structure that we believe is unique.

‘We are confident that we have arrived at a solution that will reduce average dealer recruitment costs by something like 50-70% yet deliver higher quality candidates. It is very exciting.’

Job Co-op Automotive will be based at offices in Castle Donington, Leicestershire, and recruitment of the launch team is already well underway with further appointments to be announced soon.

· Photo caption (from left to right): Brenda Webb, Ken Trinder, Shaun Price and Derek Webb.

New board appointments at KeeResources

AUTOMOTIVE data provider KeeResources has, with immediate effect, made two appointments to its board - John Davies joins as non-executive chairman and David Potts as chief financial officer.

Davies is a non-executive chairman of Autologic and a non-executive director of Molins and Helphire Group. He is also chairman of the Vehicle Remarketing Association.

He was previously managing director of Lloyds TSB’s Asset Finance Division. Before then, Davies was group head of consumer finance for Standard Chartered Bank and managing director of United Dominions Trust, a subsidiary of Lloyds TSB.

Meanwhile, Potts’ early career was in the pharmaceutical and chemical industries with Eli Lilly and Fisons. He joined UDT, then a major vehicle finance company owned by TSB, as financial controller and progressed to finance director, spending seven years in that role prior to the merger of Lloyds and TSB.

When UDT and Lloyds Bowmaker merged he joined Lombard as finance director of their personal lending businesses. Potts rejoined Lloyds in 2000 as finance director of the Asset Finance Division. Motor industry businesses within that division included Black Horse Motor Finance, Lloyds TSB Autolease and the Dutton Forshaw Motor Company.

Wisdom takes up new post at Alphabet

KIT Wisdom has moved into the new position of mobility solutions manager for multi-marque leasing and fleet management company Alphabet.

His initial focus is on rolling-out Alphabet’s new AlphaCity corporate CarSharing product, which launched in the UK last month.

AlphaCity is billed as the 21st century alternative to unpopular and hard-to-manage pool cars. It also cuts firms’ reliance on costly hire cars, taxis and grey fleet vehicles. 

Wisdom started his career as a graduate trainee at Enterprise Rent-A-Car, working in a number of positions including branch manager and strategic account manager in both the public sector and corporate sector markets and lastly as the company’s UK implementation manager. 
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The Editor’s View











A NEW vehicle-related tax came into effect on Sunday, April 1, but the majority of people will not have noticed it and won’t be effected - yet. However, the Workplace Parking Levy introduced in Nottingham is no joke and could be launched elsewhere with Bristol reported to be enthusiastic. The AA has called the Levy, which taxes employers according to how many car parking spaces they have, ‘a tax on work’. The AA says ‘employers and employees already pay Vehicle Excise Duty, fuel duty, company car tax and income tax. The Government is keen to say that ‘Britain is open for business’ but these additional taxes on work suggest that Nottingham is not open for business’. The initial annual charge per parking space is £288 to March 31, 2013, but rises to £381 per space in 2015/16. It remains to be seen how many employers will pay the Levy and how many will pass it on to employees. Whatever happens it is a certainty that, although some cities have analysed and then dismissed the idea of introducing a similar charge, many others will have their gaze firmly focused on Nottingham.
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