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Rental sector unites to face insurance challenge

THE soaring cost of motor insurance is the biggest threat to the profitability and sustainability of the vehicle rental industry, according to the British Vehicle Rental and Leasing Association (BVRLA).

More than 50 companies from the vehicle rental and motor insurance sectors have now met to address the issue.

A recent BVRLA survey found that nearly 90% of its members had seen premiums rise in the last year, with some smaller operators facing increases of more than 50% combined with new policy restrictions and higher excess levels.

‘The increasing cost of compulsory motor insurance is currently the biggest threat to the profitability and sustainability of the vehicle rental industry,’ said BVRLA chief executive John Lewis.
Figures collated by the Association show that the ratio of personal injury claims has risen from 17% to 25% of accidents over the past six years, with the average cost of each claim more than doubling.

The audience of rental and leasing operators, ranging from small, family-owned firms to large multi-national brands, heard from an array of insurance industry experts representing the Association of British Insurers, Allianz, Aon, Experian, Thatcham, Total Accident Management, Towergate and Trak. 
They were given an insight into how the insurance industry works as well as best practice guidance on claims management, mitigating risk and taking advantage of the latest technology.
Nigel Goodall, liability claims and risk manager with Enterprise Rent-a-Car, who was sharing his company’s approach to risk management, advised BVRLA members to align their front-office operations more closely with their claims management processes.

All of the advice given on the day, and much more, is contained in a new BVRLA Guide to Insurance Risk Management, which is available in digital format on the BVRLA website - http://www.bvrla.co.uk/
‘The aim of the conference and the guide is to help members develop an action plan for presenting their business to insurers and brokers,’ added Lewis.

All of the companies present agreed that much more could be done to share industry data on fraud and other insurance threats.

‘The insurance industry pools data to try and reduce what it pays out on claims, while our industry uses the RISC problem renter database to prevent claims occurring in the first place. We could do both things much more effectively by working together,’ said Lewis.
Leasing company boss disputes vehicle pre-registrations claims

CLAIMS that up to one in three new cars may be pre-registered have been disputed by the boss of one of the UK’s leading vehicle leasing companies.

Peter Cakebread, managing director of Marshall Leasing, said: ‘Whilst there is some anecdotal evidence of an increase in the level of pre-registration, and this may well have been accompanied by an increase in manufacturer registered vehicles, I can find no evidence that this is happening on the scale suggested by these reports.’

He was responding to research by vehicle information provider CAP that suggested up to one in every three recently reported new car sales had typically been registered by dealers themselves (Digest: September 6).

With the final quarter of the year fast approaching now was often the time when pre-registration activity was most prevalent, said Cakebread.
However, Marshall Leasing believes that the latest figures are overstated and that far from being a cause for alarm pre-registration could in fact open up opportunities in the used car market.

Cakebread said that it was claimed in Germany that 30% of vehicles were pre-registered amounting to some 500,000 cars in the first half of the year.

He said: ‘Some commentators have suggested that a similar level is evident in the UK market. If so, this could potentially lead to pressure on the value of nearly new vehicles, and a knock on effect for older used vehicles.

‘In fact, there is currently something of a shortage of used car stock of all ages, evidenced by the relatively buoyant state of the auctions and the general used car market. In this climate, some increase in the supply of nearly new vehicles could have a positive impact, by easing the pressure on used vehicle supplies, whilst creating a new avenue for consumer demand.’

He added: ‘I would, however, welcome greater transparency in this area, as the state of play is often difficult to gauge. Such transparency would be particularly useful in the final quarter of 2012, as this is often the period when such activity is most prevalent.’ 

LeasePlan and Avis launch European car sharing plan

LEASEPLAN and Avis have partnered to launch a car sharing fleet solution, which they claim represents an unprecedented step in vehicle and fleet management that could be launched across Europe.

The programme is initially being implemented within PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Luxembourg and will provide more than 2,000 employees access to a fleet of vehicles for car sharing through an online booking system. 
Vehicles will be available for daily business commuting and for all the mobility needs of the programme’s participants.
With transport accounting for about 70% of the carbon footprint of PwC Luxembourg, the initiative is one of the first steps of the firm’s global mobility approach to reduce its transport-related carbon emissions.

Traffic congestion, pollution and lack of parking slots are everyday challenges when thinking about mobility. 

Therefore, said Patrice Waltzing, partner at PwC in charge of managing the firm’s car fleet: ‘By providing flexible mobility solutions such as electric car sharing and by encouraging alternative means of transport, including city buses and soft mobility, we’re going a step further in our commitment to reduce our carbon emissions as a responsible leader.’

Vahid Daemi, CEO of LeasePlan, said: ‘With today’s challenging economic situation, this car sharing plan allows many businesses the opportunity to meet their business transportation and mobility needs in an efficient and environmentally-friendly way.’
PwC will select from a variety of electric and low-emission vehicles, including the Nissan Leaf, Renault Twizy, Peugeot 208 and Opel Zafira. Additional electric vehicles may be added in the near future as demand grows. 
Avis will handle the specific car sharing portion of the programme with its ‘Avis on Demand’ solution as well as the bookings, access to the cars, and the follow-up service to ensure the vehicles remain in proper condition. 
The new car sharing solution starts in Luxembourg but may eventually extend to other parts of Europe, said LeasePlan and Avis.
Kwik-Fit Fleet launches nationwide vehicle health check service

KWIK-Fit Fleet is helping organisations to meet their at-work driving duty of care responsibilities with the launch of a new Vehicle Health Check service.

The service, available nationally, sees Kwik-Fit Fleet’s expert inspectors visit company car parks and depots to undertake health checks on vehicles covering items such as tyres, fluid levels, lights, instruments and the condition of brakes, glass and body work.

Additionally, if required by customers, Kwik-Fit Fleet’s experts will undertake a short road test ideally on a customer’s premises to check, for example, steering, clutch and brake operation and engine noise.

The Department of Transport/Health and Safety Executive’s ‘Driving at Work: Managing Work-related Road Safety’ guide, which is established as the blueprint for responsible occupational road risk management in accordance with legislation and best practice, says that fleet managers must be ‘satisfied that vehicles are maintained in a safe and fit condition’.

Kwik-Fit Fleet has introduced its Vehicle Health Checks to give added peace of mind to employers with them being conducted perhaps on a monthly basis to supplement daily driver checks or on a quarterly or twice-yearly basis to audit the driver checks. Different levels of Vehicle Health Checks are also offered so customers can tailor them to their own requirements.

The ‘Driving at Work: Managing Work-related Road Safety’ guide recommends that company car and van drivers undertake their own basic safety checks. Additionally, longer service intervals mean that vehicles could, in some cases, go a year or more without being inspected by a trained technician.

Kwik-Fit Fleet operations director Simon Lucas said: ‘As part of their duty of care obligations all fleets are responsible for making sure that vehicles driven by company drivers are roadworthy.

‘Despite carrying out servicing at manufacturer specified intervals there is still the potential for many of the simple every day checks to be missed and for drivers to be inadvertently driving a vehicle that is unsafe.

‘Pressure on companies and organisations to reduce at-work road accidents by focusing on fleet risk management is increasing and frequent vehicle health checks reflect a pro-active and caring fleet company.’

He added: ‘Our inspections also help to increase driver awareness of the importance of checking their vehicles from the driver’s seat, under the bonnet, under the vehicle and via a ‘walk round’ look. Additionally, if a ‘problem’ is detected early it can reduce vehicle downtime and costs. Work required is recorded on a Vehicle Health Check report for action by the employer.’

Prior to being launched as a national service, Kwik-Fit Fleet offered Vehicle Health Checks on a regional basis. One company using the service has been Menzies Distribution, which operates an LCV fleet of some 310 x 3.5 tonne panel vans largely Ford Transit and Vauxhall Movano.
Kwik-Fit Fleet carries out twice a year depot-based Vehicle Health Checks on the vans and Menzies Distribution transport and logistics manager Allan Hughes said: ‘We undertake six-weekly vehicle inspections on our HGV fleet to comply with VOSA regulations and wanted to introduce more frequent checks on our LCV fleet as it can be 12 months between vehicle services.

 

‘We encourage our van drivers to undertake regular vehicle checks, but we wanted an independent inspection to ensure roadworthiness and to provide an increased duty of care to our drivers.
‘The independent Kwik-Fit Fleet audit provide peace of mind to the company and gives our drivers added comfort that as well as them checking their vehicles they are also being inspected by professionals twice a year.’
Morgan Sindall signs three-year 2,400-vehicle deal with ALD

MORGAN Sindall Group, the UK construction, infrastructure and design business, has signed a three-year sole supplier agreement with ALD Automotive for the management of its fleet of 2,400 vehicles.
As sole supplier, ALD Automotive will deliver a range of products and services to Morgan Sindall Group, including ProFleet2, its award-winning telematics solution, FuelEx, its new mileage capture and fuel deduction system and PoolFleet to provide short term vehicles for specific requirements for staff in their trial period or for temporary staff. 
In addition, ALD will supply Morgan Sindall Group with DriveSafe - a suite of risk management products.
Morgan Sindall Group will also have access to ALD Automotive’s unique threesixty online system, through which all of ALD's customer applications and functionality will be deployed. A feature rich, configurable application, it will provide Morgan Sindall Group with a central portal for all fleet-related processes, risk management services and management information.
The decision to appoint ALD Automotive followed a detailed tender process. Morgan Sindall Group selected ALD as being the company best suited to meet its key objectives of delivering reduced total cost of ownership across its fleet and reducing carbon emissions across the new fleet.

Graham Edgell, group procurement director, Morgan Sindall Group, said: ‘ALD Automotive consistently demonstrated as part of the tender process that it has the experience of managing large fleets of vehicles, whilst also being able to deliver improved cost savings as part of a thorough total cost of ownership programme.

‘Morgan Sindall Group places great emphasis on corporate social responsibility, particularly in reference to the environment. Reducing levels of fleet emissions is of great importance to the organisation and, once again, ALD Automotive demonstrated that it has the knowledge and the technology to support us in ensuring that emissions are kept to a minimum.’
Keith Allen, managing director of ALD Automotive, said: ‘The three-year sole supplier agreement between ALD and Morgan Sindall Group highlights their confidence in our ability to deliver a fully outsourced fleet solution. The combination of ALD Automotive's account management team and our in-house systems development will ensure that all of Morgan Sindall Group’s objectives for managing their fleet are achieved.’

Ogilvie Fleet and Škoda deliver new vision to care home opticians

GLASGOW-based Visioncall has taken delivery of 10 Skoda Yeti GreenLine II on a three-year fully maintained contract hire arrangement through leasing and fleet management company Ogilvie Fleet.
The national team of opticians, optometrists, dispensing opticians and optical assistants has added the Yetis to its fleet to assist them when visiting elderly patients in their home or care home.
Rodney Harkins, fleet manager for Visioncall, said: ‘We were immediately impressed with the Yeti. Many of our opticians clock up more than 20,000 miles a year, so excellent fuel efficiency and vehicle reliability is key.’

Ogilvie Fleet sales and marketing director Nick Hardy said: ‘Many of our valued clients, such as Visioncall, are looking to reduce fleet operating costs without compromising on quality. 
‘The Škoda Yetis were selected because they ticked all the boxes; the vehicles stood out from the competition and with emissions of just 119 g/km were affordable for drivers culpable for personal taxation.’

Citroën launches new online car comparison tool

CITROËN has launched an online tool that allows company car drivers, fleet managers and private buyers to compare the individual merits of the manufacturer’s models with competitors’ vehicles.

Accessible at www.comparison.citroen.co.uk or via the main Citroën website www.citroen.co.uk, Citroën worked closely with KeeResources, a leading provider of automotive data in the UK, to deliver the new car comparison tool. 
A key objective was to ensure the information available could be tailored to the differing requirements of private motorists, company car drivers and fleet decision-makers. 
In each instance, the Citroën new car comparator provides side-by-side specifications and itemises the advantages of each model using graphical images to help users with their selection process.

The new car comparison tool covers all current Citroën models and their respective market segments. 
Visitors to the website can compare information such as carbon dioxide emissions, Vehicle Excise Duty, MPG, power, standard equipment, safety features and Euro NCAP crash test rating figures of up to four other vehicles at a time against their Citroën car of choice. 
For company car drivers the headline comparisons are designed to be directly relevant, covering P11D values, emissions, power, benefit-in-kind tax with both 20% and 40% tax bracket liabilities and total savings. Fleet managers can also access whole life cost data.

Martin Hamill, Citroën UK’s fleet director, said: ‘This easy to use comparison tool from Citroën works with independent data and addresses the issue of how best to compare new cars for business or private use. 
‘It has been designed so that visitors to our website can balance all the factors that come into play when comparing different models. It allows them to select the vehicle best suited to their needs without the need for any type of login details or passwords.’

Pendragon Contracts marks 30 years in fleet

PENDRAGON Contracts is running a series of special offers, customer promotions and online competitions to mark its 30th anniversary.

The company, which started to celebrate the landmark this month, hopes the year-long initiative will add value to contract hire and short term rental customers and help them reduce their vehicle spend.

The campaign has launched with the creation of a special VIP on the Pendragon Contracts’ website - www.pendragon-contracts.co.uk - where customers can view the latest offers and sign up for the leasing company’s guide to ’30 ways to reduce fleet costs’. There is also an interactive competition to win an ipad.

Pendragon Contracts’ managing director Neal Francis said that apart from celebrating 30 years the anniversary was also an opportunity to discuss how the company could help businesses make sustainable savings on their fleets by reviewing their company car policies and budgeting for longer term, driver specific options that gave them the best financial deals.

E-Training World launches online assessments for minibus drivers

E-TRAINING World has extended its portfolio of online driver risk and e-learning solutions with a new system for minibus drivers.

The web-based driver profiling tool covers four key sections: attitude, knowledge, concentration and observation, and hazard perception. 
Graham Hurdle, managing director of E-Training World, said: ‘We continue to make significant advancements to our online driver risk and e-driver training systems, and as well as working with fleet operators directly we can also offer our new minibus assessment as a branded solution to companies who work with minibus operators.’

Last year E-Training World made changes to its systems to enable contract hire, insurance, fleet management and driver training companies offer their own branded online driver risk and e-driver training solutions with ease. This led to growth with fleet sector suppliers who require a solution for their clients.

It also resulted in E-Training World extending its services abroad and a partnership being established with a leading driver training specialist in Australia.

Brake calls on fleets to get ‘back to basics’

ROAD safety charity Brake is running a new essential seminar for fleet professionals, ‘Managing road risk: back to basics’. 
The seminar takes place on Tuesday, October 9 in central London. Speakers include Shaun Helman, principal psychologist at the Transport Research Laboratory and John Davidge, head of fleet technical at Cardinus Risk Management.
The seminar, sponsored by SmartDrive, aims to help both new and experienced managers review their fleet safety policies and procedures and engage board support in prioritising fleet safety to save lives, money and the environment.

Delegate places cost £80 +VAT for members of the Fleet Safety Forum, which is run by Brake, and £90 +VAT for non-subscribers.

For further information, email forum@brake.org.uk, or call 01484 559909. Bookings can be made online via www.fleetsafetyforum.org/events. 

Euromaster Group extends into Portugal

EUROMASTER Group is expanding its operations into a 16th European country, Portugal, with a network of 48 locations to provide an all-round service for UK cars, vans and trucks visiting the continent.

‘Vehicle downtime can be the difference between a thriving international logistics business and a failing one, a nightmare for business car drivers, and a real nuisance for car-driving holidaymakers enjoying Europe,’ said Peter Fairlie, Group sales director at ATS Euromaster. 

‘But British drivers can relax now, knowing they can depend on Euromaster at more than 2,000 centres across Europe, in the event they suffer an unexpected vehicle issue.’

Model update________________________________________________

Ford puts focus on the environment with new Fiesta

THE new Ford Fiesta will target best-in-class fuel economy with six powertrains for the UK offering both sub-100 g/km emissions and returning from 65.7 mpg.

Customers will also be able to specify an ECOnetic Technology variant expected to deliver emissions of 87 g/km and return 85.6 mpg.

‘Ford’s new Fiesta is taking compact car fuel efficiency to new heights, with the help of advanced new technologies,’ said Glen Goold, new Fiesta global chief programme engineer, Ford of Europe, as the model was unveiled at the Paris Motor Show, which opened today (Thursday, September 27).
Fiesta will be equipped for the first time in the UK with:

· 100 PS and 125 PS 1.0 litre EcoBoost petrol engines, the 2012 International Engine of the Year

· 80 PS 1.0 litre petrol engines with direct-injection and twin independent variable camshaft timing
· 75 PS 1.5 litre Duratorq TDCi diesel engine with optimised fuel injection, low-friction piston coatings and a variable pressure oil pump
Customers will also be able to choose from:

· 95 PS 1.6 litre Duratorq TDCi diesel engine, producing 200 Nm of torque
· 105 PS, 1.6 litre Ti-VCT petrol engine
· 60 PS and 82 PS 1.25 litre petrol engine

Ford’s Auto-Start-Stop system, which automatically shuts down the engine when the vehicle is at idle and restarts the engine when the driver wants to move off, will be available at launch with the 1.0 litre EcoBoost, 1.0 litre petrol and 1.6 litre Duratorq TDCi ECOnetic Technology powertrains as standard.  
Ford’s six-speed Powershift transmission is also introduced to the range for the first time.

Additionally, a high-performance Fiesta ST model, powered by a 182 PS 1.6 litre EcoBoost engine, will join the range in early 2013.
The new Fiesta’s package of driver assistance and safety features includes MyKey, a segment-first technology that allows parents to encourage safer driving and limit their teenager’s exposure to risk at the wheel, as well as in-car connectivity system SYNC.

Also introduced to new Fiesta is first-in-class technology Active City Stop, a system already in the Ford Focus, designed to help drivers avoid low speed collisions. Active City Stop will be available as part of an optional Driver Assistance pack (including rear parking sensors and powerfold mirrors).
A Titanium X trim model will also be introduced to the UK which broadens this specification further by adding features such as the Keyfree system and partial leather as standard.

The new Fiesta will cost from £9,795 for the Studio three-door 1.25 60 PS rising to £17,545 for the Titanium X five-door 1.6 105 PS and 1.6 TDCi 95 PS models. The model will be in showrooms from early 2013.

Ford unveils all-new SUV at Paris show

FORD will reveal its all-new SUV at the Paris Motor Show today (Thursday, September 27).

The EcoSport SUV combines the agility, affordability and fuel efficiency of a B-segment car with the flexibility and spaciousness of an SUV. The model will go on sale within 18 months as part of an expansion of Ford’s SUV range for Europe that will also include all-new Kuga and, in the next few years, the Ford Edge.

‘Ford EcoSport combines the value, quality and fuel efficiency of Fiesta, with the exciting look and feel of a modern SUV,’ said Nick Collins, Ford’s global B car vehicle line director. ‘Its stylish design should prove a tempting addition for European customers to Ford’s B segment range, which already includes the innovative B-Max compact multi-activity vehicle and the new Fiesta.’

In Europe, the all-new EcoSport will be equipped with Ford’s 1.0 litre EcoBoost petrol engine, the 2012 International Engine of the Year. 
The EcoSport will feature a large front grille; slim, detailed headlights; and cladding on the side sills and bumpers. It will be equipped with Ford SYNC in-car connectivity system, which uses voice-activation technology to enable owners to answer phone calls and select music from devices connected via Bluetooth or USB.

EcoSport will also offer a comprehensive package of driver assistance technologies including anti-lock brake system, Electronic Stability Program, and Hill Launch Assist.
All-new Ford Mondeo offers advanced active park assist 

FORD will unveil the all-new Mondeo for the first time at the Paris Motor Show and the model - available in five-door, wagon and four-door versions - will feature the European debut of Advanced Active Park Assist, the manufacturer’s first system to support perpendicular parking.

It will also be the first Ford model for Europe to feature a new integral link rear suspension configuration that helps all-new Mondeo, the first vehicle built on Ford’s new global CD-segment platform, to deliver greater refinement and more dynamic performance.

‘These features underline the sophisticated quality, technology and driving experience that all-new Mondeo delivers,’ said Barb Samardzich, vice president Product Development.
‘The Mondeo has always been at the forefront of Ford’s European passenger car range, but the all-new model is a watershed moment for large car customers and a new benchmark for features in this competitive sector.’

Simplified parking in a wide range of scenarios will be made possible by Advanced Active Park Assist, Ford’s first automated parking system to support parallel and perpendicular reverse parking.
The all-new Mondeo chassis will feature a fully advanced suspension arrangement alongside Electronic Power Assisted Steering for optimised handling and driving dynamics. The chassis incorporates a new integral link suspension configuration that will improve ride comfort and noise reduction, in particular for rear-seat passengers.

The four-door model will be offered as a segment-first petrol hybrid electric vehicle, combining a specially-developed 2.0 litre petrol engine with a 35kW lithium-ion battery to provide optimised fuel economy and low emissions.

New Mondeo will be the first car in its segment in Europe to be equipped with a 1.0 litre petrol engine, the 2012 International Engine of the Year 1.0 litre EcoBoost. An ECOnetic Technology model will also be available powered by a 1.6 litre diesel engine. Both are expected to deliver best-in-class fuel economy.

In addition, customers will have the choice of turbocharged 1.5 litre and 2.0 litre EcoBoost petrol engines, and a 2.0 litre TDCi diesel. For the first time on Mondeo, a diesel all-wheel drive variant will be offered.
New Mondeo features a low roofline to give a sports coupe-style profile, and incorporates a retractable panoramic glass roof for the estate bodystyle. Also new to Mondeo is a power tailgate.

Mondeo will also offer segment-first SYNC with MyFord Touch an in-car connectivity system that delivers an eight-inch colour touchscreen and the ability to act as a WiFi hotspot for up to five devices.

All new Mondeo also sees the European debut of Ford’s rear inflatable seatbelts. They are designed to reduce head, neck and chest injuries for rear-seat passengers. In the event of an accident the belt rapidly expands to disperse crash forces across a body area five times greater than that achieved by a convent ional seatbelt. 

Toyota in new C-segment offensive with revised Verso and Auris

TOYOTA has launched a renewed product offensive with the Paris Motor Show unveiling of the Verso and British-built Auris.

Exact UK specifications and pricing of the Verso have yet to be announced, but the two models join the Auris Touring Sports as the third element in Toyota’s renewed product offensive in the C-segment.
On-the-road prices for the Auris start at £14,495 for the 1.33 Dual VVT-i Active and top out at £21,745 for the hybrid version in Excel trim. The 14-model range also includes a £19,995 hybrid model in Icon trim. It will be available from December in four trim levels - Active, Icon, Sport and Excel.

With more than 300 parts changed, the seven-seat Verso has undergone a comprehensive mid-life upgrade, says the manufacturer, which promises more style and comfort and improved handling. 
On the outside, the Verso displays Toyota’s new design language and a family identity that links it visually to new Auris and Auris Touring Sports. The interior has been improved, the 2.0 litre D-4D diesel engine has been revised for lower emissions, driving dynamics have been sharpened and noise, vibration and harshness levels have been reduced.
When all the rear seats are folded, new Verso has a flat load floor that is 1,575mm and 1,430 mm wide. With all seats in place the luggage volume is 155 litres; when the third row is folded, the figure rises to 440 litres.

Verso’s 2.0 litre D-4D diesel engine has been revised for better torque delivery at low revs and quieter running. At the same the engine’s emissions have been reduced by 10 g/km to fall below 130 g/km.

The 2.2 litre D-CAT diesel engine will also be available, with a choice of six-speed manual or automatic transmissions. The former develops 175 bhp with emissions of 159 g/km, the latter 148 bhp and 178 g/km.
The towing capacity for all diesel-powered Versos has been increased by 200 kg to 1,500 kg.
The 1.6 and 1.8 litre Valvematic petrol engines will continue. Both are matched to a six-speed manual gearbox, with the 1.8 optionally available with a revised Multidrive CVT.

Meanwhile, the Auris, which is built exclusively by Toyota Motor Manufacturing UK’s Burnaston factory in Derbyshire, is claimed to have stronger styling, better dynamic performance, higher equipment levels and lower running costs than its predecessor.
Toyota says that its design and engineering reflect the brand’s determination to produce cars that are more appealing to own and engaging to drive, while building on its long-established reputation for quality, durability and reliability.

Improved aerodynamics, comprehensive weight saving and engine revisions all contribute to reducing fuel consumption and emissions across the range, helping to reduce running costs.

Auris’s overall length has been increased by 30 mm to 4,275 mm, while the wheelbase remains the same at 2,600 mm. The overall height has been lowered by 55 mm (45 mm in the cabin and 10 mm in the ride height), making new Auris one of the lowest cars in its segment. Together, says Toyota, the changes yield aerodynamic benefits, contributing to better fuel efficiency and driving dynamics.
Luggage capacity (with the rear seats in place) has increased to 360 litres on all models.

The Auris will be available with a choice of 1.33 and 1.6 litre petrol units, a 1.4 D-4D diesel engine and 1.8 hybrid unit.

Average emissions for the Auris range have fallen steadily in recent years. With the introduction of new Auris, the level will fall to 109 g/km, a further 13% reduction.

The 1.33 litre petrol engine has maximum power of 98 bhp and peak torque of 128 Nm. Fuel economy is 52.3 mpg and emissions are from 125 g/km (provisional, pre-homologation figures), an improvement of 3.6 mpg and 10 g/km on the current model.

The 1.6 Valvematic petrol engine is a further development of Toyota’s intelligent dual variable valve timing system, Dual VVT-i. The engine is available with either six-speed manual or Multidrive S automatic (CVT) transmission. 
It produces 130 bhp and maximum torque of 160 Nm. With manual transmission the combined cycle fuel consumption is 47.9 mpg with emissions of 138 g/km, an improvement of 5.1 mpg and 15 g/km over the current Auris 1.6 Valvematic. Figures are better with the Multidrive S CVT, at 49.6 mpg and 134 g/km.

Toyota’s 1.4 D-4D is matched to a six-speed manual transmission and develops 89 bhp  and 205 Nm of torque.

Toyota Stop & Start technology is available with the 1.33 Dual VVT-i petrol and 1.4 D-4D diesel engines. 
Multidrive S transmission, available with the 1.6 Valvematic engine in new Auris, is a continuously variable transmission (CVT) which offers the choice of a fully automatic, seamless shift mode or stepped seven-speed Sport mode.

Auris Hybrid has a 1.8 litre VVT-i petrol engine and 60kW electric motor that together generate a maximum power output of 134 bhp, giving  the model 0-62 mph acceleration in 10.9 seconds and a 112 mph top speed.
The new Auris Hybrid’s improved aerodynamics and lighter weight have reduced emissions to less than 89 g/km (with 15-inch wheels). 
All new Auris will be equipped as standard with seven airbags, a new follow-me-home lighting system, Hill-start Assist Control, Vehicle Stability Control and LED daytime running lights.

A new park assist system will also be available in the Auris range, fitted as standard to Excel models and an option for Icon and Sport versions. The system is claimed to be more sophisticated than any previously featured on a production Toyota in the UK, being able to cope with non-standard parking situations, including on bends. 
New SEAT Leon makes world debut at Paris show

THE all-new SEAT Leon made its world debut at the Paris Motor Show this week with the five-door derivative the first of an expanding model line-up.

The show also marked the debut of the new Toledo hatchback and the official introduction of a new SEAT logo, which brings a more modern, streamlined look to the existing ‘S’ logo found on the grille and tailgate of every SEAT model. It will be used first on the new Leon, before being rolled out to the entire range from 2013.  

SEAT says that the new Leon is the most important new model in its recent history and is the most advanced car that it has ever produced.

The Leon five-door version spearheads a new family of models that will eventually comprise five-door hatchback, three-door SC and ST estate. Both FR and SE specifications were on display at the show.

The third generation model represents a shift in direction for the Leon, which will give buyers more choice than ever before and ensure that there’s a version to suit every taste and requirement, says SEAT.

The five-door Leon has a 380-litre boot, the new car’s luggage capacity is approximately 40-litres improved over its predecessor’s, and its wheelbase is six centimetres longer, for increased legroom.

The new Leon, whose UK order book opens in February 2013 for March deliveries, will come to market with a version boasting an emissions rating of 99 g/km and 74.3 mpg.
That’s the headline Ecomotive model, although the Leon, despite model-for-model power increases, sees the 1.8 TSI petrol engine with 180 PS emit less than 140 g/km, while the 150 PS diesel Leon will dip below the 110 g/km mark, and achieve more than 70 mpg.

SEAT says that the new Leon is the first car in its class to offer full LED headlamps - a recent development in the luxury car sector – and will also come with a ground-breaking driver drowsiness detection function and an automatic lane-keeping assistant.

Sportier FR models will come equipped with SEAT Drive Profile, a system that allows the driver to alter the characteristics of the power steering, throttle and, where a DSG automatic transmission is equipped, the gearing. 
In Sport mode, the dials turn from white to red, and where the engine has 180 PS or more, its sound is remapped for a more aggressive tone.

Every UK Leon will have a colour touchscreen incorporating the radio controls, Bluetooth phone connectivity and other vehicle functions.

Meanwhile, the new, production-ready Toledo hatchback, will go on sale at the end of this week.

Developed to complement the Leon hatchback in SEAT’s range, the new Toledo focuses primarily on offering practicality, space and value. Its 550-litre boot is said to give the model class-leading luggage space - more, even, than the vast majority of D-segment family cars. 
The event saw the new Toledo in production form for the first time at a major motor show, prior to the first cars hitting UK roads in November. 
Available with a range of TSI petrol and TDI diesel engines, the most economical new Toledo, the 1.6 TDI 105 PS Ecomotive S, returns 72.4 mpg and emissions of 104 g/km.

S trim versions feature air conditioning, voice controlled Bluetooth, front electric windows, and electronic stability control as standard. SE specification adds 16-inch alloy wheels, front fog lights with automatic cornering function, cruise control, rear electric windows, and a leather wrapped steering wheel and gear knob. 
The range comprises E, S, SE, Ecomotive S and Ecomotive SE. The exact entry level price is yet to be finalised, but is expected to be around £12,500.
Order books open for all-new Audi A3 Sportback

ORDER books have opened for the third generation Audi A3 five-door Sportback, which makes its debut at the Paris Motor Show opening today (Thursday, September 27).

On-the-road prices for the model, which has more room thanks to a longer wheelbase, carry a £620 premium over three-door and start at £19,825 
While the length (4,310 mm), width (1,780 mm) and height (1,425 mm) are only slightly greater than in the previous model, the wheelbase now measures 2,636 mm, an increase of 58 mm. That makes the five-door model 35 mm longer between the axles than the three-door version.
Equipment levels mirror the three-door A3 across the three SE, Sport and S line specification levels, but the more family-oriented Sportback also adds rear electric windows and rear door child locks in each case. 
Highlights common to all also include alloy wheels, air conditioning (manual in the SE, dual zone with electronic control in Sport and S line), the acclaimed MMI radio with its 11 millimetre-thin electrically folding screen, preparation for SD card navigation, Audi Music Interface iPod connection, a Driver Information System, the Bluetooth mobile phone interface with voice control and a multi-function steering wheel.
The luggage compartment offers 380 litres of space in the basic configuration, 10 litres more than its predecessor. That expands to 1,220 litres with the seats folded down. 
Audi will initially offer the new A3 Sportback with a choice of one TDI and two TFSI engines. Two diesel engines and one petrol unit will follow later. Fuel consumption has been reduced on average by around 10% compared with the previous model.
The newly developed 2.0 TDI, with balancer shafts that now rotate in the crankcase, will in the longer term be available in two versions. The first to arrive will be the 150 PS version familiar from the three-door, which produces 320 Nm of torque and enables the front-wheel-drive A3 Sportback 2.0 TDI to reach 62 mph from rest in 8.4 seconds and continue to a top speed of 133 mph. Combined fuel economy is 67.3 mpg, corresponding to emissions of 108 g/km.

The more powerful version which will follow later will offer 184 PS and 380 Nm of torque. The key data (with manual transmission and front-wheel drive) is: 0-62 mph in 7.4 seconds, top speed of 144 mph and combined fuel economy of 65.7mpg.
The 1.6 litre TDI, which has just become available for the three-door version, will also follow later in 2012. The diesel can deliver up to 74.3 mpg when paired with the manual transmission, corresponding to emissions of 99 g/km. It powers the Audi A3 Sportback from 0-62 mph in 10.9 seconds on its way to a top speed of 121 mph.

The new 1.4 TFSI will initially be the smallest petrol engine in the A3 Sportback range. It produces 122 PS and 200 Nm of torque, accelerating the A3 Sportback from 0-62 mph in 9.3 seconds on its way to a top speed of 126 mph. Combined economy is 53.3 mpg, which corresponds to emissions of 123 g/km.

A second version of the 1.4 TFSI offering 140 PS and 250 Nm of torque will follow. Combined cycle fuel economy is 60.1mpg with a 0-62 mph time of 8.4 seconds and a top speed of 132mph.

The new 1.8 TFSI, the most powerful petrol engine in the range, is next in the line-up at launch. It produces 180 PS and 250 Nm of torque. Key performance data with S tronic and front-wheel drive is: from zero to 62 mph in 7.3 seconds, a top speed of 144 mph and combined cycle fuel economy of 50.4 mpg corresponding to 130 g/km.

Later in 2012 the 1.2 TFSI will join the range. It produces 105 PS and 175 Nm of torque. Together with S tronic transmission, it will power the A3 Sportback from 0-62 mph in 10.7 seconds and on to a top speed of 120 mph. Combined cycle fuel economy is 57.6 mpg.
  

Audi will expand the range of engines for the A3 Sportback to include an S model and additional high-efficiency, low-emissions variants.
The majority of engines in the new A3 Sportback are paired with a manual six-speed gearbox, with the exception of the 1.8 TFSI which in the UK will initially be equipped exclusively with S tronic transmission. S tronic will be available as an option for all other engines. 
The new Audi A3 Sportback presents a groundbreaking innovation in mobile communications electronics – the modular infotainment platform (MIB). The concept behind it enables very fast innovation cycles in development.

The central computer of the new MMI includes the MMX board (MMX: Multi-Media eXtension). One of the plug-in module’s key components is the fast T-20 graphics process from market leader Nvidia’s Tegra 2 series. The chip, which generates complex 3D images, is used in all online, voice control, media, navigation and telephone functions.

The high-resolution monitor of the MMI operating system measures either 5.8 or seven inches in diagonal and extends automatically from the instrument panel. 
The first cars will reach UK customers in March 2013.

· THE all-new Audi S3 made its world public debut in Paris ahead of first deliveries in 2013. Power is channelled to its completely new quattro-equipped chassis by a 2.0 litre TFSI petrol engine which is also totally new and combines 300 PS and 380 Nm of torque with 40 mpg capability and emissions of 159 g/km (162 g/km in the manual version). The S3 will open for UK order later in 2012 with customer deliveries due in 2013. Its base price in Germany is €38,900, but UK-specific pricing and specification will be confirmed nearer to the start of ordering. The new S3 is equipped as standard with a manual six-speed transmission with a lightweight magnesium case. The S tronic transmission is optional. Luggage capacity is 365 litres, which can be increased to 1,100 litres by folding down the rear seats.

All-new Kia Carens premieres at Paris show

THE all-new third-generation Kia Carens compact MPV was due to make its world debut at the Paris Motor Show today (Thursday, September 27) ahead of going on UK sale in spring 2013.
Completely new from the ground up, the new Carens is built on an all-new platform, features a cab-forward design, long wheelbase and has up to seven seats. 

‘The new Carens builds on the family-friendly versatility and functionality of its predecessor, and features more athletic and visually dynamic design,’ said Hyoung-Keun Lee, vice chairman and CEO, Kia Motors Corporation. 

‘This marks a dramatic shift forward for our MPV contender and brings the model in line with Kia’s distinctive current design direction.’

Honda reveals new product offensive led by Civic Type R

A NEW model offensive has been revealed by Honda that will see a number of additional models and technologies launched into the European market.

Following the recent introductions of new Civic and new CR-V, Honda will launch a new Civic Type R for Europe in 2015, an all-new compact SUV model and three new hybrid technologies as well as an all-new fuel cell electric model in 2015.

The new Civic Type R will feature technologies developed through Honda’s participation in the World Touring Car Championship with the model aiming to become the fastest front-wheel-drive vehicle on the Nurburgring race course. 
Honda says it firmly believes hybrid technology will play a critical role in the reduction of emissions. It says it will build on its hybrid expertise to introduce three new hybrid systems.


Firstly, Honda will further develop its lightweight and compact one-motor hybrid system with the aim of achieving number one fuel economy among all hybrid vehicles. Improvements in motor output and battery performance, coupled with a newly developed transmission will help to extend the zero emission electric driving range, says the manufacturer.

Honda is also developing a new more powerful two-motor hybrid system for mid-size vehicles and, finally, a highly efficient and high output three-motor hybrid system, the Sport Hybrid SH-AWD (Super Handling All Wheel Drive) will focus on driving performance with the technology applied to the new NSX.

Honda says it believes the range of new hybrid technologies will deliver unrivalled driving performance and fuel economy.

Additionally, Honda considers fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEVs) to be the ultimate environmentally-responsible technology and as such, says it has attempted to lead the industry in research and development and sales activity. 
Starting in 2015, Honda will launch an all-new fuel cell electric model which will showcase the significant technological advancements and cost reductions that Honda has accomplished since the launch of the FCX Clarity. 

Honda playing catch-up with small turbo engines

HONDA is developing fuel-efficient small-capacity direct-injection turbocharged petrol engines to help it close the gap on European competitors.

The company’s two newest models, the Civic and the imminent CR-V, have both appeared with developments of the tried and trusted but now ageing i-VTEC petrol engines rather than anything to rival the Volkswagen Group’s TSI units or Ford’s EcoBoost range.

A company which was founded by an engineer, has always been led by an engineer and prides itself on its engineering expertise now appears to be getting left behind, says Headlineauto.

But Honda admits it is working on a small direct-injection turbo unit. A clue to what might be on the way will be seen at the next World Touring Car Championship event at Suzuka, when the Civic will appear with 1.6 litre direct-injection turbo power.

‘In the next two to three years we will have something on the market,’ according to a Honda spokesman.

Honda says it is also almost ready to start introducing a new 1.6 litre turbodiesel engine which will make its European cars more competitive on economy and emissions.

The engine was due to appear in the Civic at the Paris Motor Show, which opens its doors today (Thursday, September 27), and go on sale soon afterwards. It is scheduled to go into the new CR-V next year.

BMW wins top ‘green’ car prize

THE BMW 320d Efficient Dynamics Auto has been named Green Car of the Year 2012 by consumer magazine What Car?.

The same car also picked up the executive car award, while the BMW 116d won the small family car award.
What Car? editor-in-chief Chas Hallett said: ‘The BMW 320d is a truly remarkable car that delivers 56 mpg in the real world, while company car users will be taxed on its low emissions of just 110 g/km. BMW has created a car that delivers great environmental credentials without compromise, which is what consumers really want.’

For the first time the What Car? Green Awards, presented in association with EDF Energy, include the findings of the What Car? True MPG programme, which offers real-world fuel economy and emissions data gathered by the publication’s engineers. 

The British-built Mini Cooper D is What Car?’s best green fun car for the second year. Judges said the Mini proved it was possible to minimise impact on the planet and still have fun.
For the second year running, the Ford Mondeo was named the best green family car, while the new seven-seat Toyota Prius+ was named best green MPV.

SUVs are a popular choice with families who want practicality and 4x4 style, and the best green car in the segment was the Mazda CX-5 2.2D Skyactiv-D 150 SE-L.

The Skoda Citigo was this year’s top green supermini. The judging panel praised its green statistics as well as its superb ride, refinement and roomy and classy interior.

The year’s best alternative-fuel car was the Chevrolet Volt, a range-extender that can do 235.4 mpg and with emissions of 27g/km.

The What Car? judging team considers not only carbon dioxide emissions output, because cars emit a whole concoction of polluting gases including nitrous oxides and particulates. The judges also evaluated whole life costs, driveability and reliability.

Manufacturer news___________________________________________

Manufacturers join forces to showcase hydrogen cars on UK tour

FOUR motor manufacturers have joined forces to bring their hydrogen vehicles to the UK as part of the European Hydrogen Road Tour 2012.

A total of seven Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEV) from Mercedes-Benz, Honda, Hyundai and Toyota will be showcased.

The event aims to reach out to politicians, industry leaders, media and the public to help improve awareness around FCEVs and their benefits, as well as how the UK needs to develop in order to accommodate a hydrogen refuelling infrastructure. 
While the technology exists for hydrogen vehicles today, say the manufacturers, there is a real need to improve hydrogen distribution infrastructure. 
The tour, which is moving through Copenhagen, Hamburg, Hanover, Bolzano and Paris, before heading to the UK next Wednesday (October 3) until October 6 and visiting Cardiff, Bristol, Swindon and London, also marks the most widespread effort to promote FCEVs in Europe to date.
The European Hydrogen Road Tour 2012 is part of the H2moves Scandinavia project. The project is the first European Lighthouse Project for hydrogen funded by the European Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking programme launched by the European Commission and European industry stakeholders. 
The project focuses on gaining customer acceptance for hydrogen-powered FCEVs and preparing the market for hydrogen fuel cell technology. 
The experience from operating 19 FCEVs in Oslo and Copenhagen and the corresponding hydrogen refuelling infrastructure shows that the technology is reliable now, even in harsh Scandinavian winters.
Michel Gardel, vice-president communications, external and environment affairs of Toyota Motor Europe, said: ‘Toyota has been active in fuel cell technology for the last 20 years and is working to commercialise our next-generation fuel cell car by 2015. The European Hydrogen Road Tour is a great opportunity for our company and partners to demonstrate the readiness of the technology to European consumers.’

 

Thomas Brachmann, automobile engineering and research, Honda Research and Development Europe (Deutschland) GmbH, said: ‘Honda believes fuel cell electric vehicles are the ultimate mobility solution, providing a practical, environmentally clean and near silent answer to transport requirements.’

Ford cuts UK jobs as new car demand falls across Europe

FORD has announced the axing of hundreds of jobs across Europe - including 275 managerial, supervisory and engineering staff in the UK.

Ford says that a total of 500 jobs will go across its European operations as it battles against massive losses due to falling demand.

The Unite trade union has said that 275 of those jobs losses, which will be on a voluntary basis, will be at Ford’s Warley headquarters in Essex, and at the research and development centre at Dunton, also in Essex. 

The union says that it wants full involvement in the negotiations over the job. Unite’s national officer for the automotive industry, Roger Maddison, said: ‘Unite will be asking that its officers and reps have full involvement in this process which will be voluntary. It represents a 10% cut in the 2,500-strong UK managerial and engineering workforce.

‘We had a meeting with the company on Tuesday (September 25) and we stressed two main points. Firstly, that the work that these employees are doing is not, at some future stage, outsourced from the UK.

‘We are also concerned that there is a coherent business case in going forward. We don’t want the remaining managerial and engineering staff having excess workloads imposed on them, once their colleagues have left the company.
‘Ford has said that it has excess capacity in these areas and we have to recognise the challenging economic conditions that Ford is facing, with losses of $1 billion on its European operations this year.

‘Naturally, we don’t like any loss of employment and we will be negotiating the best possible redundancy packages for those wishing to leave.’

Ford employs about 15,000 workers in the UK and apart from operations in Warley and Dunton also has factories in Dagenham and at Southampton.

A Ford statement said: ‘As part of an ongoing review to achieve greater efficiencies in all areas of the Ford of Europe business in the current business environment, Ford is implementing three programmes - one in Germany, one in the UK, and a third for the rest of Europe - to reduce personnel-related costs.

‘The reductions will be achieved through a combination of voluntary Ford salaried staff separations, and reductions in expenditure on agency workers and purchased services.

‘Ford of Europe expects the programmes to result in the reduction of several hundred salaried positions, but exact figures won't be known for a few months. Any Ford salaried staff separations across all three programmes will be purely voluntary.’
Vauxhall halts production at Ellesmere Port and Luton

VAUXHALL has suspended vehicle production at its plants in Ellesmere Port and Luton this week.

The company said sales of new cars in Europe had fallen in the past 11 months and it was halting production to prevent a build-up of stock.

It said closing the plants for five days in a row was more energy efficient than closing for odd days.

Staff at both plants are to be paid as normal with hours banked for future use in market upturns.

A statement from the company reported by the BBC said: ‘At our manufacturing operations we are addressing market fluctuations as they occur, upturns with extra shifts, downturns with down days.

’This is normal working practice in order to match supply with demand - vehicles are built to customer order not for stock.’
Light commercial vehicles______________________________________

Ford Transit Custom wins International Van of the Year title

THE all-new Ford Transit Custom has won the International Van of the Year 2013 title - to become the fourth member of the Transit family to win the award - at the Hanover IAA Commercial Vehicle Show.
The Transit Custom garnered 117 out of a possible 133 points, from the jury of 24 specialist journalists, more than the combined totals of the second-placed Dacia Dokker and third-placed Mercedes-Benz Citan.

It follows in the footsteps of the Transit (2001), Transit Connect (2003) and Transit (2007) to register a record-breaking fourth win for the Ford Transit family in the award’s 22-year history.

‘Transit Custom is a new kind of one-tonne van - hard working and practical, but great to look at and great to drive,’ said Barb Samardzich, vice president of product development, Ford of Europe.
Class-leading fuel economy with emissions from 174 g/km is delivered by the improved 2.2 litre Duratorq TDCi diesel available with Auto-Start-Stop, while cost-of-ownership is further minimised by the longest service intervals in the class at two-years/50,000 km/30,000 miles.
‘The new Transit sets new standards with regard to styling, drivability and load-carrying ability,’ said Pieter Wieman, chairman of the International Van of the Year jury. 

‘Ford has succeeded in building a complete new light van on its global CV platform and with the use of proven driveline and chassis components.

‘The van has a car-like exterior and interior, driving dynamics which are very close to a passenger car, and notwithstanding that, is a very functional and practical vehicle. Ford has paid a lot of attention to the active and passive safety aspects of the new model, and to reducing the cost of ownership.’

Fiat strikes hot Currys deal

HOUSEHOLD appliance and home computer specialists Currys PC World has spiced up its service engineer van fleet with the delivery of 50 new Fiat Doblo Cargo Maxi vehicles.
The £600,000 deal, with vans supplied and managed by VMS Fleet Management, puts Fiat’s 1.6 litre MultiJet diesel commercial vehicle into the heart of Currys PC World’s van fleet. 
As part of a new service engineer project, the vans will be used for home service visits, their 1,000 kg payload and 4.2 cubic metre volume allowing easy transportation of large, heavy items such as washing machines and fridge freezers.

‘The Doblo Cargo Maxi was chosen for its excellent fuel economy and low emissions, as well as the 1,000 kg payload,’ said Martin James, managing director, VMS Fleet Management. ‘It was also useful that the vehicles came straight from the factory in black, as this was the colour Currys PC World requested.’

Residual value update_________________________________________

Auction company boss forecasts slight easing of supply in final quarter

THE shortage of good quality used cars in the wholesale market is likely to ease in the final quarter of the year, but not by as much as some are expecting, according to Roger Woodward, managing director of online remarketeer, CD Auction Group.

As a result, trade auction values are likely to remain high through to the year end with buyers having to pay more to secure the right stock for customers, according to Woodward.

‘The market is still tight so condition and specification remain critical,’ he said. ‘We know some fleet operators are tempted to extend contracts and that is adding to the supply issues. Actually, they might be better off letting the cars go now and taking advantage of the strong demand and firm values.

‘The good news is that trade buyers are back in the market looking for stock, but they’re still being highly selective and are only willing to pay good money for the right stuff; for the stuff they want. On the other hand, poorly-prepared undesirable vehicles are being left on the shelf.’
Woodward says there are early signs of major fleet operators starting to remarket cars which were bought new in late 2009 when fleet sales started to recover (up 4% in Q4 2009). However some of the best stock is being kept ‘in-house’ and, where possible, going direct to franchise group retail sites.

And, perhaps as a reflection of the market, vendors are making more effort to present cars in ‘ready-to-retail’ condition. Woodward said that CD Auction Group’s on-site repair and refurbishment service was ‘packed’.

‘Because the buyers are being fussy, it’s worth spending some time on refurbishment,’ he said. ‘But don’t fall into the trap of over-preparation. There’s no point in painting a whole panel when a quick polish will do.’

Booming Eastbourne Car Auctions moves to new £3.5m complex

BOOMING business at Eastbourne Car Auctions has seen the company move to a new state-of-the-art, purpose-built complex.

The 45-year-old, family-owned business, which sells more than 7,500 cars and vans annually, held its first auction at its new almost three-acre site - more than double the size of its existing facility - yesterday (Wednesday, September 26, 2012).

Since opening its doors in 1967, Eastbourne Car Auctions has been owned by the Mitchell family and managing director Jon Mitchell, said: ‘We out grew our existing site which we moved to in 1987 some time ago, but it has taken a number of years to find a suitable site in Eastbourne ripe for development.

‘We anticipate that with the increased space that the new facility provides couple with our reputation, marketplace knowledge and vehicle auction experience will lead to further increases in business.’

Mitchell, who has been managing director since 1990 expects the £3.5 million investment in the new complex will result in the creation of up to 10 full-time jobs this year - indeed some additional staff have already been recruited - notably in sales and administration roles.

In addition to a state-of-the-art auction hall at the new site - 48 Brampton Road, Eastbourne, which is the site of a former go kart track - the new complex also offers space for up to 600 cars and vans, cafeteria/refreshment facilities and a business suite offering WiFi access enabling traders, for example, to access electronic auctions while attending a physical auction.

The company is also underlining its use of leading-edge technology with all vehicles passing through the auction hall displaying a QR Code which can be scanned with a smart phone to obtain comprehensive details of the model. Additionally, QR Codes are being used on social media outlets to highlight vehicles going under the hammer in future sales.

Eastbourne Car Auctions currently holds a fleet and leasing sale every Wednesday starting at 11am, a main agent part exchange sale and general car sale every Friday at 6pm and a commercial vehicle auction on the first Wednesday of each month at 2pm.

The company also operates a vehicle logistics service via its fleet of six two-vehicle transporters and 60 ‘plated’ drivers. The transport service moves vehicles on behalf of a string of organisations including dealers, leasing and rental companies and other logistics operators.
Politics and regulation_________________________________________

Transport Minister signals move to road tolls in Britain

A NATIONAL system of road tolls will be introduced in the future with Vehicle Excise Duty scrapped and fuel duty lowered, according to Transport Minister Norman Baker.

Interviewed to coincide with this week’s Liberal Democrat conference, Baker was quoted in the Sunday Express (September 23) as saying that a projected fall in Treasury fuel revenues and the growth in electric and greener cars made a new road pricing system inevitable. 

Vehicles would be fitted with ‘black boxes’ to monitor driver useage with charges levied on a pence per mile basis.

A system of road charging has been on successive governments radar for many years, but has ultimately been dismissed as politically unacceptable.

The Liberal Democrat MP was quoted as saying: ‘Every government of every colour will get there, whatever parties say now. The Exchequer is not just going to say, ‘Oh, we’ve lost some money’, they’re going to do something about it.

‘So I think we should actually face up to that now in a mature way as a society and address how we’re going to deal with that.’

He added that any road tolls system would be revenue neutral for drivers as Vehicle Excise Duty would be scrapped and fuel duty lowered by way of compensation.
Liberal Democrats back 20 mph speed limit in urban areas

LIBERAL Democrats voted overwhelmingly in favour of widespread 20 mph speed limits at their autumn conference this week.
They called for local authorities ‘to give active consideration to introducing 20 mph limits in existing residential and other suitable roads over the next few years, with schemes to be designed in consultation with local residents’.

They also called for a minister within the Department for Transport to be responsible for working with local authorities to achieve the aim.

Julie Townsend, deputy chief executive of road safety charity Brake, said: ‘Brake strongly welcomes this recognition by the Liberal Democrats that 20 mph is the most appropriate speed limit on residential streets. Slowing down to 20 gives drivers far more chance to react in an emergency and avoid hitting someone, significantly reducing the threat posed to the most vulnerable road users.

‘There is a huge amount of enthusiasm at the moment for enabling people to live healthy, active lifestyles as a post-2012 legacy. 
‘We know fast traffic is a major barrier to this: many children, families and adults are prevented from walking, cycling and getting out and about because of the dangers. 20 mph limits are evidenced to make walking and cycling safer and they are widely supported. That’s why more and more local authorities are implementing them, and that’s why we congratulate the Liberal Democrats on this motion to enable more authorities to make this positive step.’
Dealer news__________________________________________________

Soros takes shares in Lookers as Trefick sells 17.3% stake

A MAJOR change has taken place in the shareholding of Lookers, one of the UK’s largest dealership Groups.

Last week Trefick Limited, the investment vehicle of long-time investor Jack Petchey, sold its 17.3% stake in the business. 

Trefick, which was the second biggest investor in Lookers, sold its stake after last year failing to secure a successful takeover of the business.

Following the sale of the stake, billionaire investor George Soros bought a 4.5% stake in the business via his Soros Fund Management. The move marks his latest intervention in the UK market, after taking a 7.85% stake in Manchester United FC, last month.

General motor industry news___________________________________
AA could be sold in £4.5-£5bn deal

MOTORING organisation, the AA, could be sold off as owner Acromas - the private equity-backed company - considers a possible £4.5-£5 billion sale.

Acromas, which also owns Saga, the over-50s insurance company and travel agent, has appointed Ernst & Young to explore a potential sale of the two businesses as part of a break-up strategy, according to The Sunday Telegraph (September 23).

Ernst & Young has been brought in to carry out pre-sales due diligence on both the AA and Saga. Any sales process for the AA is likely to be launched early next year, once investment banks have been selected, reported the paper.

Acromas is owned by private equity investors Chartnerhouse, CVC and Permira. The trio brought together the AA and Saga five years ago in a £6.15bn deal. 

It is believed, said the paper, that the AA could be sold on its own with a price tag in the region of £4.5-£5bn, which Saga, which is thought to be worth £3-£4bn, could be sold on floated on the UK stock market independently.

Diesel drivers pay premium as pump prices near record 

FILLING up a typical 50-litre petrol or diesel fuel tank has gone up more than £2 in the past month, according to the AA’s latest fuel price analysis.

Diesel is 4.4p a litre more expensive than petrol, but AA research has uncovered a petrol-diesel wholesale price gap that is much closer and calls into question the high price of diesel at the pump.
The analysis shows that the average cost of petrol has risen 4.69p a litre since mid August, from 135.52p a litre to 140.21p. The cost of diesel on UK forecourts has soared 4.15p a litre, from an average of 140.45p a month ago to 144.6p now. In April, petrol hit a record of 142.48p a litre and diesel 147.93p.
Since July 1, when petrol sank to a summer low of 130.81p and diesel 136.12p, the cost of a typical 50-litre petrol refill has risen from £65.41 to £70.11, says the AA. A tradesman’s van with an 80-litre diesel tank now costs £115.68 to refuel, compared to £108.90 at the low point.

Petrol prices have been buoyed up by speculation on tight supply caused by the impact of Hurricane Isaac in the United States, refinery fires and the closure of refineries for maintenance. 
Although oil prices rose following a US financial stimulus package, a stronger pound has offset some of the damage. There is also growing concern, even among investment bank analysts, that economic recovery is being undermined by bullish behaviour in the oil market.

Analysis by the AA of wholesale price data from the European Union shows that, at least three times this year, spikes in the value of petrol across NW Europe have raised it to the same level as diesel.

For almost four weeks this spring, diesel was the same price if not cheaper than petrol. The two have closed again this month but UK drivers continue to pay a premium for diesel on forecourts.

UK wholesale prices shown to the AA reveal that, between March 21 and April 18 this year, diesel prices ranged from the same price as petrol to up to 2p a litre cheaper. 
However, throughout April, diesel remained at least 5.4p a litre more expensive than petrol at the pump - forcing diesel drivers and businesses to spend at least £2.5 million a day extra on fuel, calculates the AA.

Since then, despite diesel again becoming cheaper than petrol in the wholesale market, diesel remains at least 4p a litre dearer than petrol at the pump.

Earlier this month, the Office of Fair Trading announced a preliminary investigation into oil and fuel markets, due to report early next year. This came at the expense of talks between the Government and the fuel industry, initiated by former Transport Secretary Justine Greening, for the speedy introduction of a wholesale price indicator in the UK.

AA president Edmund King said: ‘Putting the Justine Greening initiative on hold has given fuel retailers and suppliers the cover to perpetuate this petrol-diesel price gap for at least the next four months, potentially continuing to push up the travelling cost of tradespeople, road deliveries and rural workers - not to mention car owners who switched to diesel to reduce fuel bills.

‘The AA welcomes the OFT investigation but not at the expense of immediate and easily-achieved price transparency, which would have informed the investigation while empowering consumers and businesses at the same time. 
‘If the European Union can publish a weekly track of petrol and diesel wholesale prices in euros per tonne, why can’t the UK Government publish an equivalent in pounds per tonne or pence per litre on one of its websites? It doesn’t need an investigation, or permission of the fuel retailers or suppliers, just a form that can be understood by the public and business to ensure a fair price for all parties.’

Mondial Assistance UK becomes Allianz Global Assistance

MONDIAL Assistance UK is changing its trading name on Monday, October 1 to Allianz Global Assistance, aligning the brand with its parent, the Allianz Group, and strengthening its position to deliver throughout the global markets Mondial Assistance already operates in.

Mondial Assistance UK has been part of the Allianz Group of companies for more than 10 years, with Allianz being one of the leading integrated financial services providers worldwide. 
The migration to Allianz Global Assistance has already commenced within the Group, with its headquarters in Paris, along with other business units across Europe, North America and the Asia Pacific region already trading as Allianz Global Assistance.

Serge Corel, chief executive officer of Allianz Global Assistance in the UK and Ireland, said: ‘This is an exciting move for us, as we continue to build upon our position as part of the largest assistance company in the world. We remain focused on helping our clients deliver effective and innovative solutions for their customers. 
‘Our teams, infrastructures and brand values will remain the same, offering our clients the same passion for helping people and engineering solutions for their customers.’

Autogas opens up first LPG pump on M25
AUTOGAS has opened the first LPG refuelling facilities anywhere on the M25 at Shell Cobham, the UK’s largest petrol station that commenced trading last week.
For the first time since its completion in 1986, drivers can access the fuel while driving on the London Orbital.

The new site can cater for both clockwise and anti-clockwise traffic thanks to its own dedicated motorway junction and is located midway between Heathrow and Gatwick.

The LPG refuelling installation at the super-size site is forecasted to be among the most active in the Autogas Limited UK network, which currently stands at 215 forecourts throughout the country, including several other major motorway service stations.
Currently there are 165,000 LPG powered cars in the UK and the number is claimed to be rising. Last year 12,000 cars were converted to run on the fuel.

People on the move____________________________________________

Higgins takes charge at Chevrolet UK

CHEVROLET UK has appointed Andy Higgins as its new managing director with effect from October 1 following the departure of Mark Terry to pursue other opportunities outside of the company.

In his new position Higgins will report into Cesare Prati, executive director sales, Chevrolet Europe.

Higgins first joined Chevrolet parent company General Motors in 1991 and has held leadership roles in a variety of European offices including Zurich, Frankfurt and Budapest, in both sales and aftersales roles. His experience also includes dealer network development, finance and customer service.

His prior role was Chevrolet managing director Central and Eastern Europe, a position that he has held for the past three years.
TomTom appoints new automotive sales chief

TOMTOM has appointed Harald Bohn as senior vice president of automotive sales with responsibility for leading the traffic information provider’s global automotive sales operations. 
Bohn joins from NAVTEQ where he was vice president of vehicle sales and brings with him 26 years of automotive sector experience gained in both technical and commercial roles. 
At NAVTEQ since 2004, Bohn was responsible for driving business growth within the automotive sector. He strengthened relationships with leading car manufacturers and system suppliers, created new partnerships and established new channels and business models.

Threlfall steps down as head of NAB

GRAHAM Threlfall has resigned as head of the National Association of Bodyshops (NAB) under the Retail Motor Industry Association umbrella. 


Threlfall said: ‘Over the past two years the NAB has ensured that our membership services have been developed to provide repairers with tangible solutions which reduce their operating costs, with such tight and eroding margins it is critical a repairer gains every commercial advantage they can get.’

Stuart James, RMI director, said: ‘It has been great working with Graham over the last few years, his hard work and commitment to the Bodyshop division has been commendable. His efforts within the Bodyshop sector have influenced the strength and position of the sector as a whole and I genuinely wish him well.’
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This Week’s Briefing














Manufacturers unite for hydrogen car UK tour





Diesel drivers pay premium as pump prices near record 





AA could be sold in £4.5-£5bn deal





Leasing company boss disputes vehicle pre-registrations claims





Transport Minister signals move to road tolls in Britain





Ford cuts UK jobs as new car demand falls across Europe





Model update: Audi, Ford, Honda, Kia, SEAT, Toyota





Liberal Democrats back 20 mph speed limit in urban areas








The Editor’s View











ONE of the most exciting motor vehicle events for many a year will take place in Britain next week when seven hydrogen powered cars take to the roads. Fuel cell electric vehicles have long been touted as the Holy Grail as far as the future of emission-free motoring is concerned. Mercedes-Benz, Honda, Hyundai and Toyota will bring their individual hydrogen fuel cell vehicles to the UK as part of the European Hydrogen Road Tour. The problem is, say manufacturers, that while vehicle technology exists a refuelling infrastructure does not. The Tour’s aim is to promote awareness of such cars and to urge politicians and the industry at large to develop hydrogen refuelling stations nationwide. Of course, no motor manufacturer has revealed what the price of a fuel cell vehicle will be. Once again - as with electric cars - vehicle technology is miles ahead of real world viability. Meanwhile, at the Paris Motor Show this week a raft of new petrol and diesel-engined models are being revealed for the first time. In terms of publicity hydrogen it seems, is not on the Show agenda.
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